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THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) cook the Chair at 11.00 am, and read prayers.

PETITION - EAST MARANGA BOO PRIMARY SCHOOL
Immediate Construction

MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [11.03 am]: I present the following petition -

TO: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned cidizens of Western Australia-
Request that the Minister for Education undertake urgent action to facilitate the
immediate construction of the East Marangarco Primary School on the designated
site on the corner of Rawlinson Drive and Redcliffe Avenue Marangaroo. The
construction of die school has now become a necessity given the growth of the area
and the inability of the present Marangaroo Primary School to accommodate the
inceasing number of children in the area.
The school will enable the children of Marangaroo to attend a school in the area of
their residence.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 014 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 15.]

PETITION - BICYCLE HELMETS LEGISLATION
Compulsory for Adults Opposition

MR COWAN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [ 11.04 am): I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, protest strongly against the recent introduction of compulsory
helmets for adult bicycle riders. This law is an unjustified restriction of our freedom,
has nto clear statistical justification and is a cheap substitute for real improvement in
traffic conditions, for cyclists and motorists alike.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears eight signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
A similar petition was presented by Mr Prince (11I signatures).
[See petitions Nos 16 and 18.]

PETITION - NUCLEAR WARSHIPS, ENTRY TO PORTS CONCERN
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [ 11.06 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
The petition of the undersigned citizens of Western Australia respectively showeth
that:



[Thursday, 24 June 1993]11

We are concerned about the entry of nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered warships to
Western Australian ports, particularly:

The dangers posed to the people and the environment through the accidental
release of radioactivity. Such an accident could affect the healt of present
and future generations and destroy our environmenL We do not believe that
the current WA Port Safety Plan could deal with an actual nuclear accident
and is detrimental to our safety by engendering a feeling of confidence that is
unwarranted.
Any short term economic gains which accrue from such visits are minuscule
compared with dhe possible clean up bill should an accidental release of
radiation occur.

* By allowing nuclear warships to enter our ports we ane implicated in the
immorality of the nuclear arms race.

Thai you consider the health and well being of the people and environment of
Western Australia as your first responsibility and that you inform the Commonwealth
Government that nuclear-armed and nuclear-powered warships are not welcome in
Western Australia ports on health, environmental, economic and moral rounds.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears four signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: [ direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 17.]

PETITION - NATIONAL PARKS AND NATURE RESERVES
Mining and Mineral Exploration Ban

MR PRINCE (Albany) [ 11.07 am]: I present die following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, request chat the Parliament ban mining and mineral exploration
in national parks and nature reserves.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 103 signatures and I certify chat it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 19.]

PETITION - DUCK SHOOTING, RECREATIONAL
Reintroduction Legislation Rejection

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Leader of the Opposition) (11.08 am]: I present the
following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned residents of Western Australia urge the Parliament to reject
legislation which would allow the reintroduction of recreational duck shooting in
Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 4 862 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
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The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 20.]

PETITION - STRIPPERS AND TOPLESS WAITRESSES IN UNLICENSED
PREMISES

Prohibition Legislation
DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Leader of the Opposition) [11.09 am]: 1 present the
following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned are concerned that Government legislation allows for strippers
and topless waitresses to operate in unlicensed premises although they were banned
from licensed premises in 1987.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honourable House will introduce
such legislation as your wisdom may seem proper to prohibit strippers and topless
waitresses from unlicensed premises also.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 384 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 21.]

MOTION - PUBLIC SECTOR FINANCES, INDEPENDENT COMMISSION
REPORT

Tabling
MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) 111.10 am]: On 18 June 1993 I received the report of
the independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances entitled "Agenda for
Reform - Volume One". Thie report outlines the state of our finances. It describes in simple
terms the deterioration of the fiscal position of the Stare under the previous Government,
which must be of great concern to all Western Australians. A cloak of creative accounting
has been unveiled to reveal -

(1) The cash position of the consolidated revenue fund has been rundown from an
average monthly deficit of $7.7mn in 1984-Si to an average monthly deficit of
$261m in 1991-92.

(2) Cash reserves in the form of interest earnings on cash which stood at $200m
in 1988 are now exhausted.

(3) A detailed breakdown of the one-off financial transactions used over the last
five years to hide the deterioration of the State's fiscal position is given.
These can be collectively viewed as mortgaging the house to buy groceries.

(4) The Government lacks the cash resources to temporarily finance a large
deficit from cash balances and it may lack the authority to borrow money to
fund a deficit unless the Federal Government agrees to a special increase in
global borrowings for this purpose since the State has been borrowing up to
the limit of its Loan Council borrowing allocation in recent years.

(5) The commission confirms that we are facing a major deficit in 1993-94 on a
consolidated fund basis. The forecast cash deficit is $560m before making
provision for current funding of previously unfunded superannuation
liabilities which would require a further $125m.

(6) We are substantially behind Queensland and New South Wales in fiscal
management and must make every effort to recover the State's AAA rating.
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(7) There is wastage and inefficiency right across Government which will be
detailed in volume two.

This Government was elected on the mandate of open and accountable Government,
following the report of the Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government
and Other Matters which exposed political impropriety on ani appalling scale. WA Inc was
spawned by desperate politicians attempting to conceal from the public their mismanagement
of Government. This report reveals cover-ups through creative accounting that is shameful.
That practice will end in this Government. This report makes several recommendations.
These are the recommendations of an independent body. The Government will consider these
recommendations. The major recommendations of the commission are -

(1) A Budget adjustment of roundly $450m must be achieved over the next three
years.

(2) Reducing expenditure is preferable to raising taxes.
(3) Reducing expenditure cannot be done in a meaningful way without

redundancies in the public sector. After Tasmania we have the second highest
level of public sector employment as a percentage of total employed wage and
salary earners.

(4) Managers should be given greater autonomy and a wide range of
independence.

(5) Treasury's role should be elevated to a "financial watchdog" status with
respect to departments and trading enterprises, adding a stronger accounting
function.

(6) Major reform of public sector management is an urgent requirement.
The report can be broadly characterised as the financial management report. Volume two,
which will be released in a few weeks, will contain reports of recommendations covering
many Government departments, trading enterprises and agencies.
My Government thanks, and I wish to personally thank, the Chairman of the Commission,
Mr Les McCarrey, his fellow commissioners, Peter Leonhardt, Peter Unsworth and Charles
MacKinnon, their staff and myriad firms and agencies that contributed to this welcome,
needed review. The report is essentially a blueprint for public sector financial reform. I
move -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
Question put and passed.
[See paper No 37.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE MINISTER FOR POLICE
Complaints Against Police, New System

MR WIESE (Wagin - Minister for Police) [11.15 am]: Following community concern in
relation to the process of dealing with complaints against police, and having carefully
considered the matter and having had discussions with all interested parties, the State
Governiment has decided to establish a new system for dealing with complaints against police
officers. The Ombudsman's powers and resources will be expanded to give him a greater
role in the process. In addition, an independent Police Complaints Review Panel will be
established as a final house of review.
Under the new system the State Ombudsman will be notified of all complaints against the
police and provided with details of the complaints. At present the Ombudsman's jurisdiction
to investigate a complaint against the police arises only when he is approached by a
complainant who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the police investigation, whereas the
new system gives the Ombudsman access to all completed police investigations for the
purpose of assessing the investigation. As a general rule, the Ombudsman will select for
assessment only the more serious cases on the basis of certain defined criteria. Upon
notification of a complaint the Ombudsman may select complaints on those criteria to be the
subject of regular reports to him during the course of the investigation. In this way the police
1 lV 1I3
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investigation is subject to independent external scrutiny without interfering with the progress
of investigation.
At the conclusion of an investigation the Ombudsman may select the completed police
investigation for assessment. Where the Ombudsman, on assessment of the police
investigation considers that ir is inadequate, he may make his own inquiries or refer the
mnatter to the Commissioner of Police for other action or further inquiries. If the complainant
is nor satisfied with the outcome of the police investigation he or she may advise the
Ombudsman, who may then rake any action he is empowered to take under the Parliamentary
Commissioner Act.
It is envisaged that the independent Police Complaints Review Panel to be established as a
final house of review will comprise the Ombudsman, a retired judge and a community
representative. Where a complaint has been investigated by the police and subsequently by
the Ombudsman and the complainant remains dissatisfied, the complainant may then refer
his or her complaint to the panel for review. The review panel will review the entire
investigation and make recommendations to the Ombudsman accordingly.
In order that the Ombudsman may properly carry out his expanded role in the process, the
Government has approved funding for the appointment of 10 extra staff, one assistant
Ombudsman with responsibility for police and prisons, six investigating officers - five of
whom have already been appointed - and three support staff. The system of independent
assessment of police investigations by the Ombudsman can be implemented by way of
administrative arrangement between the Commissioner of Police and details of
implementation of that system will be settled in the next few weeks. The establishment of the
Police Complaints Review Panel will require legislation, primarily by way of amendment to
the Parliamentary Commissioner Act, and it is anticipated that the appropriate legislation will
be introduced into the Parliament before the end of this year.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY
Agricultural Trade, Free Trade Reform

MR HOUSE (Stirling - Minister for Primary industry) [11.18 am]: In the face of
mounting pressure by our international agricultural competitors, Australia must fully
evaluate its role as an advocate of free trade reform. I have urged the Federal Trade
Minister, Senator Peter Cook, and the Federal Government to take strong action on these
issues at this weekend's Cairns group meeting in Bangkok. I have formally written to the
United States Consul General to Western Australia protesting at the corruption of
international markers, in particular wheat. I have also lodged a formal protest on behalf of
the State Government with the Canadian High Commissioner over the latest imposition of
trade barriers in the beef market. I have extended an invitation to both the US Consul
General and the Canadian I-Ugh Commissioner, to meet with me and hear first hand the
concerns of the WA fanning community and the State Government with regard to these
developments in their agricultural trade policy.
This week the Canadian Government imposed a 25 per cent ad valorem surtax on beef
boneless imports - Australia's fourth most important market, worth $150m in 1992. On the
recommendation of the Canadian International Trade Tribunal, the Canadian Government
will restrict beef imports to an annual quota of 72 000 tonnes and any imports in excess of
this will be subject to the 25 per cent tariff. It is likely the decision will impact adversely on
WA cattle producers and beef processors given Canada was this State's second largest beef
export market last year absorbing 14 per cent of the State's beef exports. Western Australia
shipped almost 4 000 tonnes of beef exports to Canada last year. It was an important
expanding market seen by the expoting companies as a vital alternative to the United States.
In addition the North American Free Trade Agreement has meant beef from Canada can
enter the US market unrestricted. This had presented an opportunity to some Canadian beef
importers to import Australian beef at relatively low prices, r-box it, and re-export it to the
US market where prices are relatively high due to quota restrictions. In the short term the
impact of a 25 per cent tariff will reduce Canadian demand for irnported beef from Australia
and it will have to be sold in alternative markets at whatever - lower - prices that can be
obtained-
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This deplorable action by Canada directly contradicts Canada's membership of the Cairns
group which is arguing for a reduction in bafflers to agricultural trade. This latest corruption
of international markets comes at a critical time when the United States is considering
increasing its export enhancement program subsidy, one of the most blatant corruption
schemes in the global grain and dairy trade. If the United States proceeds with expanding
EEP, theft will be major ramifications for the agricultural sector. In 1992 the United States
expanded the EEP program~ with an allocation of 17 million twines of wheat under the
scheme. The disturbing feature was that it targeted new countries such as India, Pakistan,
South Africa and Yemen, all countries to which Australia sells wheat.
Not only is it the threat to traditional markets, but also the overall impact of these subsidised
exports from the United States and European Community on world prices. For example, if
wheat prices were to drop by $20 a tonne, Western Australian farmers would face the
prospect of losing $100m annually. Such action by the United States is said to be a response
to aggressive export subsidisation by the European Community. Export subsidies by these
major players in the world trade arena arm in direct conflict to the approach for an era of freer
agricultural trade that is being pursued by the long-running GATT negotiations. We must
also look at our stance in the face of these increasing indications of where the world trading
scene is heading.

EMPLOYERS' INDEMNITY SUPPLEMENTATION FUND AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Kierath (Minister for Labour Relations), and read a first
time.

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCE COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR HOUSE (Stirling - Minister for Primary Industry) [11.25 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Western Australian horticultural industry continues to be an important contributor to the
State's economy. The production and sale of fresh fruit and vegetables is growing in
response to population growth and overseas market development. The performance of
Western Australian growers in the export market is unique in Australia. Due to the State's
relatively small domestic market and the closeness of several export markets - especially
South East Asia - local horticultural industries have developed export markets as an
important outlet for their products. Although, so far, horticultural producers have been able
to adapt fairly easily to the requirements of highly organised international markets in order to
compete successfully, this is likely to become increasingly difficult in the future.
It is a credit to our horticultural industries that they have developed the initiative to expand
export markets in recent years. However, if this momentum is to be maintained in the face of
increasing competition from overseas industries, we will need to develop infrastructure,
communications, research effort, marketing, and promotional skills in line with their major
competitors. Unlike Australia's major agricultural export earning industries such as wool,
wheat, and meat, the horticultural industries do not have the individual size and financial
base to develop mechanisms to encourage industry based initiatives, without coordination of
effort.
The Horticultural Produce Commission Act is structured to provide this coordination. It
provides for the establishment of a commission to encourage initiatives among prowers of
horticultural produce to form growers' committees, through which services can be provided
to growers. The intent of the Horticultural Produce Commission Act is to provide a statutory
process whereby individual horticultural groups can be self-sufficient and raise funds for
services such as quality control, research, and product promotion. The commission's role is
to direct, coordinate and supervise the functions and expenditures of growers' committees.
The commission also authorises the determination and fixing of charges and fees for the
services carried out by growers' committees. Under the Horticultural Product Commission
Act, the commission can establish a growers' committee when certain conditions have been
met, including the conduct of a poll. To be successful, at least 75 per cent of eligible
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prowers must vote, and of those polled, 70 per cent must agree. To dare, the polling
requirements have been met only by small localised industry groups, such as the table grape
and the avocado growers, who are almost entirely located in fairly restricted areas.
A measure of the success of the table grape growers'* committee is its achievement in
reaching its budget targets for fee for service collections in its first year. Significantly, it
paid for Queensland fruit-fly monitoring and for domestic marker inspections out of funds
raised. This type of success is unlikely for larger and more complex groups whose
membership and wide range of growing activities are distributed throughout the State's
horticultural regions. A principal concern with these groups is that while most of the
membership will be supportive of decisions made by their executives, it is believed that they
are unlikely to be sufficiently motivated to participate in a poll which requires, in effect, a
majority vote to be carried.
The Vegetable Growers Association of Western Australia and the Market Gardeners
Association of Western Australia, representing vegetable growers throughout the State, and
the Floriculture Industry Council, representing flower growers in Western Australia, have
requested that the Horticultural Produce Commission Act be amended. The intent of the
request is to allow the horticultural industries to more easily form growers' committees under
the Act to provide services to growers. These industries consider that, because of the way in
which a poll must be conducted, the requirement for at least 75 per cent of eligible growers
to be polled, and for 70 per cent of those to be in favour, cannot be reasonably met.
Furthermore, the size, complexity, and geographic diversity of the horticultural industries
creates special problems and substantial costs in compiling accurate lists of eligible growers
and in conducting a poll. While the majority of members support the decisions of their
executive, there is concern that the level of participation in voluntary polls of this nature will
nor reflect the true level of grower support and will be insufficient to comply with the
requirements of the Act. This approach was demonstrated recently by the relatively small,
but also diverse, avocado industry. There was considerable difficulty establishing a list of
growers who would be eligible to vote due to poor response to written and verbal requests for
information. However, in this case, a committee was eventually formed.
htis increasingly important for horticultural industries to be able to implement the intent of
the Act and so generate their own funds. Any inability, particularly of the larger, more
complex vegetable and floriculture industries to raise funds for required services will
seriously restrict both their independent development and growth in their export earnings.
The amendments included in the Bill before the House are intended to overcome these
difficulties. They allow for the manner in which a poll could be conducted to be included in
regulations. This would allow various industry groups to recommend a polling method
appropriate to that group and give individual groups the required flexibility to determine
appropriate polling methods for their particular growers in their particular circumstances.
In order to ensure that committees will be set up only where required by growers, the Act
provides the commission with extensive safeguards to ensure that a growers' committee will
not be formed unless the poll is in favour of the establishment of a committee in relation to a
particular area or to a particular kind of horticultural produce. The proposed amendments
will enable complex and diverse horticultural industries to comply more easily with the
intent of the Horticultural Produce Commission Act and so be able to raise funds for services
such as product promotion, quality control, and research.
I feel so strongly about the need to foster self-help in the agricultural industries, that it is my
intent to have other Statutes relevant to these matters reviewed in the very near future.
Members would be aware of the need for caution when industries are levied, because of the
overriding power of the Australian Constitution, which prevents the State imposing a tax on
goods. On this occasion, I advise the House that the Horticultural Produce Commission Act
mnay well be the model for the development of omnibus legislation for other agricultural
industries. To help keep the important value of our horticultural industries before this House,
I have arranged today for a sample of Pink Lady apples to be provided to each member.
They will be available outside their offices. I look forward to their support and I commend
the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE ERADICATION FUND REPEAL BILL
Second Reading

MR HOUSE (Stirling - Minister for Primary Industry) [ 11.30 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill repeals two Acts and puts in place consequential amendments to a further Act. It
updates the procedures associated with the provision of funds to control exotic animal
diseases, like foot and mouth, should this State ever have to deal with an outbreak. In 1959
the Parliament enacted an initial Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication Fund Act. This
provided for the establishment of a fund to be used principally to assist in the eradication of
this disease and for the compensation of owners of animals and property which may be
destroyed in order to eradicate or prevent its spread. This Act has not been proclaimed as it
was decided there would be no point in establishing a fund for the specific purpose of foot
and mouth disease eradication until that disease was detected in the State.
The 1959 Act was amended in 1966. In this Statute, the definition of foot and mouth disease
was extended to include vesicular exanthema and vesicular stomatitis. These two diseases
are also exotic to Australia and, like foot and mouth disease, are members of a group of
vesicular diseases that are difficult to distinguish in the field. Although not as serious as foot
and mouth disease, if exanthema and stomnatitis were allowed free entry into the State and to
become established it would make the quick identification of foot and mouth disease much
more difficult. The 1966 Act was written to come into effect on the day on which the 1959
Act comes into operation. As I mentioned previously, neither Act has been put into effect,
nor is it intended that they be.
With the passage of time it became clear that exotic diseases, in addition to foot and mouth
disease, presented problems to the State's animal industries should they ever be introduced
and become established. For this reason, in 1969 the thrust of the legislation was widened
with the enactment of the Exotic Stock Diseases (Eradication Fund) Act. The purpose of this
Statute was principally to establish a fund for the payment of compensation to owners of
animals and property destroyed and of animals dying in the course of steps taken to eradicate
or prevent the spread of exotic diseases in livestock. The fund is intended to receive moneys
payable to the State by the Commonwealth as a result of agreements that are now in place, as
well as moneys appropriated by this Parliament for the control of exotic diseases in general.
The Act establishes the mechanisms that must apply to the expenditure of moneys from the
fund.
The 1969 Act extends the range of exotic diseases to include all vesicular diseases and others
such as rinderpest, blue tongue and swine fever. Diseases can be added by proclamation
from time to time. Therefore, as the three Acts stand an anomaly exists because the 1969
Act also has not been proclaimed. Like its predecessor, this awaits detection of an exotic
disease in the Commonwealth or in a State. However, both the 1959 and the 1966 Acts
provide for the establishment of an eradication fund, with this action to be repealed on
proclamation of the 1969 Act. The Bill now before the House seeks to remove this anomaly.
It is a simple piece of legislation and it has three effective purposes -

(1) It repeals the Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication Fund Act - No 4 of 1959;
(2) It repeals the Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication Fund Amendment Act - No 3 of

1966; and
(3) It repeals section 3 and the schedule to the Exotic Stock Diseases (Eradication Fund)

Act - No 13 of 1969, which otherwise would have no meaning, referring tothe repeal
of the earlier Acts.

Mr Speaker, the net effect of the Bill is to remove two redundant pieces of legislation from
the Statute books and to clearly bring financial support for the eradication of all exotic
animal diseases under a single Act. It is worthy of the full support of all members of the
House. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.
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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME (FREMANTLE) BILL
Second Reading

MR LEWIS (Applecross - Minister for Planning) [11.35 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second rime.
The purpose of this Bill is to reinstate in the metropolitan region scheme a controlled access
highway reservation for that section of road commonly known as the Fremantle eastern
bypass. This road reserve links the intersection of Stirling Highway and High Street,
Fremantle with the terminus of the future Roe Highway as shown on the map in the schedule
to the Bill. Urgent reinstatement of this reservation is required to provide certainty in the
planning and development of the Fremantle area. Adjacent localities and the metropolitan
region as a whole will also benefit from the reinstatement of an effective road network.
The reservation for the Fremantle eastern bypass was inserted into the metropolitan region
scheme by way of an amendment approved in 1973. The purpose of including the
reservation was to provide a key north-south link between Stirling Highway, which serves
the northern suburbs, and communities in the south west corridor. Providing for chat link
recognised the critical need for an efficient movement of goods, services and people around
Fremantle, as well as north and south of the Swan River. The proposed route also connected
several important east-west highways; namely, the Canning, Leach and Roe Highways. In
addition, it also delivered the benefits of improved access to the port facilities and the
Fremantle town centre.
The strength of the 1973 arguments in favour of this facility are no less relevant today. In
fact, the amount of development which has occurred in the Fremantle region since then, plus
that planned for the future, strengthens the case for the reinstatement of the Fremantle eastern
bypass reservation. The former Government stands condemned for removing the reservation
by way of a minor amendment to the metropolitan region scheme. It deserves a severe
indictment for taking this action against the advice of a range of Government agencies and
without regard for the conventional role of the State Planning Commission, which is the
agency charged with responsibility for the metropolitan region scheme.
In May 1990 the Minister for Planning of the day, a member for East Metropolitan Region,
now the member for Armadale, directed the State Planning Commission to. among other
things, amend the metropolitan region scheme to delete the controlled access highway
reservation for the Fremantle eastern bypass. The commission sought the Minister's
agreement to defer action until studies had been undertaken on the desirability of the
proposed deletion. The studies concluded that there was insufficient evidence to justify the
removal of the reservation.
The State Planning Commission provided the Minister of the day with the documentation
required under the directive but, in doing so, stated its view that the proposed deletion was
not recommended as it was and, at the very least, was premature and probably unjustifiedL
Notwithstanding that recommendation, in October 1992 the Minister of the day, the member
for Mitchell, approved the amendment and the reservation was removed. During the course
of the amendment's passage through the statutory processes. I promoted, on behalf of the
then Opposition, a Fremantle Eastern Bypass Controlled Access Highway Reservation Bill.
Its objective was to negate the effects of any such amendment to the metropolitan region
scheme, unless it had been passed by resolution of both Houses of Parliament. Had that
action been successful there would not have been any need for the Bill I now present.
As a result of the previous Government's ill-advised actions, a totally illogical situation now
exists. There are highway reservations for Stirling Highway as far south as High Street, and
for a southern highway from Rockinghami and Kwinana as far north as Roe Highway, but
there is no connection in between. Even mote illogically, the important regional road - that
is, South Street - terminates in a local road now that the Fremantle eastern bypass has been
removed. Not only were there no sound reasons to remove this reservation from the
metropolitan region scheme, but also it must be remembered that for nearly 20 years there
has been an expectation that the road link would be constructed. Much planning for the
region has been predicated upon its completion. No fewer than 55 of the 115 properties
needed for the road were under the control of Government agencies by the time of the
deletion.
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It is obvious that the Fremantle eastern bypass forms a vital, indeed imperative, component
of the major road network for this pant of the metropolitan region. As a matter of urgency
the reservation must be reinstated to ensure thar there is a firm commitment to that facility.
Planning can then continue against the knowledge that the bypass will be constructed.
The strength of objections raised at the time of the amendment to remove the Fremantle
eastern bypass reservation should have signalled to the Corner Government that its actions
were not prudent. Apart from the State Planning Commission, the Main Roads Department,
the Department of Transport and the Department of State Development all made strong
representations against the proposed deletion, as did the Fremnantle Port Authority.
Furthermore, objections were not confined to agencies of the State. They were also
expressed by local government authorities in the area - the Cities of Melville, Cockburn and
Rockingham, and the Kwinana Town Council. Public reaction at the time was also weighted
in favour of the retention of the reservation. More recently, since publicising the
Government's intention to reintroduce this important road link, I have received numerous
letters of support from community groups and individuals, including a former Australian
Labor Party Legislative Council member, Garry Kelly, who wrote -

"...I support your proposal to legislate the reinstatement of the reserve. It will allow
a rational and reasoned debate on the transport needs of Fremantle to proceed with all
options on the tablet .

What has come through in these representations is support for my view that the negative
consequences of removing the alignment of the Fremantle eastern bypass are obvious. First,
as already indicated, without the bypass there will be a serious gap in the road network of the
region impinging on the balance of the network and affecting planning decisions over a much
wider area. Second, there will be severe constraints upon the ability of the port and local
industry to increase their contributions to the region's economy. But perhaps even more
importantly there will be a detrimental impact on the quality of life of people living in this
part of Fremantle. This will result from predominantly residential streets being forced to
carry through-traffic seeking to fiter its way to destinations in the Fremantle area, or trying
to get back to other parts of the road network.
Furthermore, unwanted traffic in residential areas could not be discouraged by the use of
traffic calming devices as no alternative routes would exist. From every viewpoint,
therefore, the decision taken by the former Government to remove the reservation for the
Frem antle eastern bypass from the metropolitan region scheme was without justification.
This Bill seeks to correct just one of the shortsighted approaches to planning taken by the
former Government. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Motion

Debate resumed from 23 June.
DR HAMES (Dianella) [11.41 aml: I have been advised by the member for Vasse, Mr
Barry Blaikie, that it would be of enormous benefit to my future political caneer to
congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your election to the position of Speaker, and enormously
harmful not to do so. That being the case please accept my warmest and heartfelt
congratulations!
T1he old saying, "if my mother could see me now" has a special meaning for me today, the
day of my first parliamentary speech. My mother had always wanted me to be a lawyer or a
politician, mainly because I spent most of my early years arguing with all and sundry,
especially with her. Unfortunately my mother passed away unexpectedly when she was only
51 years old. I therefore dedicate this maiden speech to her memory. I also pay tribute to
my father, Dr Reg flamres, who taught me the importance of perseverance and determination
by his own example. My father was 29 years old, married with children, working in the
north west as a stockman, a butcher and on the main road and with only a Junior Certificate
to his name, when the first medical school in Western Australia was opened. Having decided
that he wanted to become a doctor, and despite advice ffrm all sides that it was impossible,
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my father came to Perth with his family. He studied and passed his final years of high
school, did seven years of medicine, and moved to set up a private practice in Wagin, where
he worked for many years. I can only hope that I share those qualities which saw both my
parents through such difficult times.
My early years in Derby bring back fond memories, especially weekends which were spent
mostly with my many Aboriginal ffriends. We moved to Perth when I was five years old and
I attended primary school at Bassendean, then Dianella, and high school at Guildford
Grammar. Of great importance to my outlook on life was the opportunity throughout my
school and university years to spend holiday times out of Perth working on my uncle's and
father's farms, mining around Kalgoorlie at Sandstone, Agnew and in the North Kalgurli
mine and on Cockatoo Island. Following graduation in medicine in 1976 1 worked in
Bunbury and Geraldton before taking over my father's medical practice in Bedford.
While no formal qualifications are required to be a member of Parliament I hope that my
diverse background and my eight years on the Bayswater City Council will be of great
benefit to me in sewving my constituents. Before talking about the electorate of Dianella I
will take the time to thank my predecessor. Keith Wilson. He was elected to Dianella as the
first clergyman in State Parliament in 1977. 1 pay tribute to the enormous contribution he
made both to his electorate and the State of Western Australia and also thank him for his
courteous and cooperative conduct following his defeat. While I did not always agree with
his views I have great admiration for the way he always stood up for those things in which he
believed. Thanks must also go to my wife and family who, with my wearn of helpers, worked
tirelessly. Without their support I doubt I would have been successful in winning against
such a popular opponent. I especially thank my campaign manager, Mr Paddy Thompson,
and my doorknocking partner, Christian Allier, for their enormous personal effort in the
many months prior to the elections.
To help formulate my maiden speech I sought help from the year 6 children of the Yakine
Primary School, whom I had met during their tour of Parliament House. Who better to ask
for their views on the future needs of the electorate of Dianella and of Western Australia than
children, whose opinions are unaffected by any political allegiance? Their responses were
wide ranging and show, I think, that children have a far greater appreciation of life than we
give them credit for. Vicky, Nicholas, Jodie, Bradley and Toya all felt that shops should be
opened later at night. Timothy and Jenelle, both of Yokine, have requested more recycling in
the City of Stirling. Amy would like tougher laws imposed on shoplifters and for thefts.
Kiryna and her family would like to see sewerage in her swreet, not literally I hope, while
Nicole said, "My Grandma is on septic and we wish we were on sewerage." She also said,
"People keep drawing graffiti on my Grandma's wall. Please stop it!" The two most
consistent requests from the students were (a) a rollerblade track in Yokine Park - I hope the
Stirling Councillors are receptive - and (b) better care of the environment, for which there
were many requests. Maria writes, "The lake in Yokine Reserve is black, dirty and smelly
and sewerage flows through it", while Kate says, "I would like the lake in Yakine reserve
clean because animals drink from there and get diseases."
The children of today are for more aware of environmental concerns than ever before. It is
their future we must protect in caring for our environment. As members can see, views were
expressed on many issues presented to me and others were too numerous to include.
However, I have saved my favourite to read today in total -

Dear Dr Hames,
My name is Jared Fwrtado and I am a student at Yakine Primary School. I have some
ideas for your speech at the first Parliament Meeting. Here are same of my ideas:
1. As I walk down the street now I see heaps of units and flats. I can understand

that most people axe on the doll and they can't afford a house, but isn't this
going a bit too far? Too many flats arm going in the one block which makes
them smaller and every empty block I see, some builder is talking about
building units.

2. At the Supermarkets there are to many people and yet way to less checkouts.
Mum sends me off to talk to the lady in the florist because of this, she is rather
boring! Please try to get mare checkouts!
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I sure do hope my ideas have been of some assistance toyou.
Yours Sincerely
Jared (BORED) Funado.
P.S. I think your going to be an excellent M.P. as long as you do something about the
lady in the Florist!

I would like to thank Jared and his teacher, Mrs Stocks, and all the children from Yakine
year 6 who wrote to me, and hope that all members of Parliament take heed and listen to the
children as I believe that their views strongly reflect the views of the community as a whole.
The community is crying out for change - change to our management of juvenile crime, to
our health system, and to support for our senior citizens, who have become increasingly
vulnerable. My personal view is that both die State Government and the community must
place greater importance on family values and that lack of these traditional values is
contributing enormously to the breakdown of our society.
Having spoken on the subject of t environment, I would like to discuss environmental
management. Management of our environment has always been an issue in which I have had
a great interest, and on my departure from the Bayswater City Council many stated that the
greens representative had gone. As I have already mentioned, there is no doubt that the
children of Yolcine Primary School, and any other childreh for that matter including my own,
are, through the help of the media and school education, far more aware of environmental
issues than ever before. It seems from my own attitudes to the environment that this
education process must have started many years ago, and I commend those who have been
active in bringing to our attention the importance of environmental management. I thought
that I would need to fight to make the coalition parties more aware of environmental issues,
but I must admit that I have been pleasantly surprised by similar pro-environmental attitudes
held by a great many of my colleagues. There is no doubt that the coalition is not well
regarded by the environmental movement at this stage, but I believe this attitude will change
with time. Environmental groups say that they support sustainable development, and I
strongly agree with that view. It is essential for the citation of jobs that we continue to
develop in Western Australia, but it is just as important that in doing so we carefully
safeguard our environment for future generations.
Of particular importance to me and to the electorate of Diariella is the problem of lack of
deep sewerage. Almost half my electorate and 25 per cent of the metropolitan area is
unsewered and, at the current rate of installation of infill sewerage, it will never be
completed. I place on record my strong support for an environmental levy, on the condition
that it be placed in a special fund and used only for int'ill sewerage, and not transferred for
use in other areas. It was always thought that the sandy soils of Western Australia could
easily cope with septic systems, but this is now shown not to be the case, particularly in areas
such as Morley which has a very high water table. Not only is there great expense for
residents, with some needing to pump out their septic systems two or three times a year, but
also there is an enormous environmental danger, with significant nutrient load in the
Bayswater main drain emptying into the Swan River. It should be remembered that 40 per
cent of our domestic water comes from underground sources, and we just cannot risk
contamination of this supply. I realise that this proposed levy may be seen as unfair to those
whose properties ane already on sewerage, but there is no alternative source of funding which
would be adequate. As a Government we must therefore make the choice: Either apply the
levy to all Western Australians, or accept the current environmental damage which will
continue unabated without infill sewerage. For too long this problem has been put in the too
hard basket. I for one will not accept the continuation of this practice.
I also address the issue of working conditions for our State Police Force. Successive
Governments, our own included, have continued to push for increasing Police Force numbers
as the major method of seeking to reduce the level of crime in our society. There is no doubt
that the rate of crime has increased enormously in recent years, and there is general
agreement that increased police numbers are required to control this disturbing trend.
Programs such as Neighbourhood Watch and Indusarial Watch have been of great benefit,
and community policing programs have drawn communities together to help police and each
other in the fight against crime. Despite die public outcry against the crime rate, and the
demand from all sections of the community that something be done, we continue to
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drastically underresowvce our Police Force. We call on our police for efficiency, yet in my
electorate the Morley Police Station - the third biggest centre in the metropolitan area - has
24 officers housed in a police station originally designed for eight. In a small adjoining
building nine operational detectives are crammed into one room in a building which
measures a ridiculously small 48 square mets. Police facilities throughout the State are old
and poorly maintained, with working conditions and technology totally inadequate to allow
for efficient use of their manpower. I find it difficult to believe that this problem has not
been addressed in the past, and [ call on all members of Parliament to support me in trying to
resolve this situation.
Improvement in efficiency, in the productivity of the work force, is the catchcry of the
decade, and yet we fail to provide our Police Force with equipment and facilities which 1
believe would not only enormously improve its ability to react far more quickly and
efficiently to the massive current crime rate, but also allow it the time and opportunity to be
proactive in the prevention of crime. The Police Department needs a regular source of
income for equipment, separate from the vagaries of the annual budget sources. I suggest
thit all funds generated by the recent proceeds of crime legislation be placed in a special
fund for this purpose rather than disappear into Treasury coffers. There is also a need for a
change of attitude by Government, a change which recognises and addresses the sadly
neglected condition of our Police Force and realises that no other State Government
department would be prepared to continue to work in similar conditions. I do not seek to
address the many measures which must be undertaken to better manage the problem of
crime, but I believe that without a Police Force with adequate facilities and equipment all
other reform programs will flounder, and crime will continue its rampage through society.
What do I see as the future of Western Australia? What future for ourselves and our children
do I believe I should work for during my time in Parliament? I must say from the outset that
I still believe we are the lucky country, and all who share my love for Western Australia
would, I amn sure, not wish to live anywhere else in the world. I have seen personally the
pollution in Russia and the effects of the Chernobyl disaster. I have seen the abject poverty
of Bangladesh, and the living conditions in Europe and Asia. While I am sure those
inhabitants love their own countries, to me there is no place like Western Australia. Yet still
there is pessimism and depression. I believe that no matter which Government is in power,
and no matter how poorly or how well one thinks it manages the economy, it is we as
individuals who will decide our futur. It is our determination to work hard, our confidence
and optimism, and our ingenuity and creativity that will shape our future. It is our care for
the management of the environment, without putting the importance of financial benefits
before that care, which will determine the future for our children. It is not wise that we
continue to make products in which our neighbours excel, and try to prop up those industries
through subsidies. There are many areas in which we excel, such as mining, medicine,
education, tourism, aquiculture and some areas of manufacturing and engineering. It is time
to be proud and promote our achievements, our multicultural society, our stable Government
and our quality of life.
In particular, I believe strongly in the enormous potential for tourism, especially in those
parts of the State where Aboriginal culture and history and their deep affinity for the land can
be shown with pride by the Aborigines themselves, as the original guardians of our country.
I do not, however, support the concept that large tracts of Western Australia should be given
back to the Aboriginal people through Mabo-style claims, despite the fact that they were the
frst inhabitants of our land. Aboriginal people should, however, be given freehold title to
those significant parts of the land which are currently contained in Aboriginal leases. These
leased areas, which represent about 10 per cent of the State, contain the traditional homes of
the Aboriginal communities, and granting security of title with special conditions to
recognise their unique circumstances will ensure that they have complete control of their
land. Giving native tidle to Aborigines for a large portion of Western Australia may seem to
compensate the Aboriginal people for past wrongs, but it will significantly increase the
conflict between them and other Western Australians. It will reopen old wounds which
should be healing, and will severely hamper the development and prosperity of our State.
Ownership of land is precious to people throughout the world. Let us hold onto what is ours
and treasure it, and work together to protect and care for the rest of our State for the benefit
of all Western Austraians.
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In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I thank the members of the House for their forbearance, the
electors of Dianella for their support, and the people of Western Australia for the future I
believe they will provide for future generations.
[Applause.]
MR DAY (Darling Range) [12 noon]: Mr Speaker, in my first address to tbis Parliament,
like the member for Dianella I congratulate you on your election to the important position
you now occupy. I wish you success in fulfilling the requirements of the office, particularly
in maintaining appropriate standards, while nevertheless allowing issues to be debated
passionately and fully.
I regard it as an honour and a privilege to be elected as a member of this House. Standing
here today takes me back 21 years to my first visit to this Parliament. I was still at school
and my late father aranged for me to visit Parliament for my general education and because
of his interest in the democratic process. The date was 11I May 1972. 1 remember it well
because while I was sitting in the Public Gallery in this Chamber the State's longest serving
Premier, Sir David Brand, made an address in which he announced his retirement as Leader
of the Liberal Party and, therefore, as Leader of the Opposition. Sir David Brand was
Premier of Western Australia for most of my childhood, and the occasion remains clear in
my mind today. As Premier from 1959 to 197 1, together with his long time Minister for the
North West and Industrial Development, Sir Charles Court, as he was later to become, and
other members of successive coalition Governments, he oversaw a period of great economic
growth and development in this State. I was interested to read his last speech to this House
as leader in June 1972 in which he said -

This is a great State with a wonderful future. It will only remain great if we believe
in its future and in the vast opportunities that lie ahead. It will remain great if we are
prepared to work and to produce in order that we may be able to enjoy a better way of
life. We must recognise ourselves as part of a team that must produce something out
of this country, be we unionists or millionaires. We have to produce more and more
before we are entitled to ask for more and more.

It would be difficult to find a set of words which more aptly describe our situation today,
although these days I am not sure that being a unionist and a millionaire are mutually
exclusive. I succeed Hon Ian Thompson as the member for Darling Range. Ian was first
elected in 1971 and at the time of his retirement had served for 22 years. For most of that
time he was a member of the Liberal Party, but in 1989 he decided to part company with the
party. Although I know that action disappointed many of his supporters within the Liberal
Party, Ian is widely regarded as a member who vigorously and capably represented his
constituency. He also played a pivotal role in the operations of this Chamber as Speaker for
six years until 1983. 1 ant sure that all members wish Ian and his wife Margaret a fulfilling
retiremt
I would not be standing here today without having had the help of many people. I thank the
electorate of Darling Range for their clear expression of confidence in both ine as the Liberal
candidate and the Liberal Party generally. I thank the members of the Liberal Party for
giving me the opportunity of representing the party in the election and also the members and
supporters of the campaign committee, headed by Mrs Dawn Stratton, who worked so hard
over the 18 months that I was a candidate. I also thank my fellow members and the officers
of the House who have assisted me since the election. There is no doubt that parliamentary
and political life imposes pressures on families, particularly those with young and school
aged children, which would not otherwise exist. I especially thank my wife Leigh for her
support and encouragement before and since the election. My children are a little young to
fully appreciate the implications of my current position, although after the past couple of
days and nights I think they are rapidly becoming aware. I thank Christopher James and
Olivia for their forbearance so far and I look forward to their learning about the processes of
democracy through my involvement.
I owe a great debt to my parents for continually putting the interests and education of their
two children before all else. I am pleased that my mother is here today, but sadly my father
died when I was 17 years old. My father spent most of his working life in the
Commonwealth Bank but regarded the years he spent in the Australian Army around the time
of the Second World War as one of the proudest periods of his life. In October last year I
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was fortunate to be able to attend with my mother the 50th anniversary commemoration of
the Battle of El Alamecin on the Mediterranean coast of the western desert of Egypt. That
battle in 1942 was a wirning point in the war against Nazi forces and about 20 000
Australians, including my father, were involved and many were killed. I place on record my
gratitude to all those who have made sacrifices in standing up for their country against
tyranny and aggression.
I was born in Western Australia and I have lived most of my life either in or close to the area
I nlow represent. Similarly to the Minister for the Environment, my professional background
is as a dentist and for the past seven years I have been in private practice in partnership with
my sister Elizabeth, primarily in Glen Forrest but also in Beverley, and to a lesser extent
Wundowie. Before commencing private practice I worked for the Perth Dental Hospital in a
variety of clinical situations, including Canning Vale Prison. Part of my work with the
hospital involved conducting the domiciliary service for a year. That involved visiting and
treating patients who were confined to their beds or homes, either private or nursing homes.

VIstng a large range of people in such circumstances from young brain damaged motor
vehicle accident victims who were comatose to the aged, geriatric patient, in some cases with
Alzheimer's disease, was a very educational, sobering and humbling experience. It was my
view at the time that the equipment and facilities provided for this service were less than
ideal. I hope that the situation has improved in recent years, but if not I would certainly
suppont moves to do so.
My practice of dentistry has been very much in the era of fluoride. Since it was introduced
into most public water supplies in Western Australia 25 years ago in 1968 the number of
cases of tooth decay in children and now young adults has declined dramatically. For
example, I am advised by the dental services of the Health Department of Western Australia
that the avenage number of decayed, missing or filled teeth in Western Australian 12 year
olds has steadily declined from 7.68 in prefluoridation 1967 to 1.5 in 1991. That is a
decrease of about 80 per cent. While a number of varying factors no doubt contributed to
this improvement, water fluoridation is considered to be the primary cause. Fluoride has
been one of the great public health success stories of our time and its presence has changed
die nature of dental practice considerably.
Each member is entitled to feel that his or her electorate has some special qualities, and I can
assure the House that Darling Range is no exception. Not surprisingly, the electorate
includes a large part of the Darling Range to the east of Perth. Much of the area is State
forest and water catchment area for Mundaring Weir and the Victoria and Bickley Brook
reservoirs. Most of the population lives in the western third of the electorate around the area
of the Darling wcarp. Darling Range includes parts of two hills shires, namely Kalamunda
and Mundaring. About 25 per cent of the population lives in the Shire of Mundaring in the
areas of Glen Forrest, Darlington, Boya, Greenmount and Helena Valley. About 75 per cent
of the electorate lives in the Shire of Kalamunda including the residential areas of
Gooseberry Hill, Kalaniunda and Lesmurdie and the more rural areas of Piesse Brook,
Hackects Gully, Paulis Valley, Walliston, Bickley, Cannel, Pickering Brook, Canning Mills
and parts of Forrestfield and Wattle Grove. Kalainunda is the commercial centre of the
electorate.
The Darling Range area has been important in the development of Perth and Western
Australia. Towards the end of the last century timber Mills were established at places such as
Mason's Mill in Carnel, Canning Mills and Smith's Mill, which is the area now known as
Glen Forrest. in 1891 the Zig Zag railway was completed. The chief proponent of that was
Edward Keane, a former member of this Parliament. The line was the fit reliable transport
route to the city, running from Canning Mills to Midland. The area was an important source
of timber, particularly for the supply of sleepers for the State's expanding railway system. A
timber mill still operates at Pickering Brook.
Also in 1891 Perth's first reticulated water supply was established with the opening of the
Victoria Damn, which was rebuilt and enlarged in 1991. Despite the proximity of this supply,
it is interesting to note that Kalamunda did not have a reticulated supply until 1954,
following the successful representations of the then member for Darling Range, Mr Ray
Owen.
Darlington was initially established as a vineyard in the 1 880s and quarries at Boya were
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important in supplying granite for the construction of the moles at Fremantle Harbour and as
ballast for the State's railways. Today the principal rural activity in the Darling Range are
is fruit production. Although some orchard activity occurred late last century, most orchards
were established as part of a soldier settlement scheme following the First World War.
Recent statistics supplied by the Department of Agriculture indicate that 52 per cent of the
Stare's stone fruit trees and 27 per cent of apple trees are planted in the hills district. In
addition, a number of vineyards and wineries have been established in the electorate in recent
years and are becoming increasingly imnportant.
The forest and rural area of Darling Range are great assets, not only to local residents but
also to the people of Perth and the State. It is essential that we make the most of these assets,
in both a horticultural and recreational sense. I believe that any proposals to extend
urbanisation into areas of fertile agricultural land should be treated with a great deal of
caution. Future generations will be very grateful to have a significant horticultural industry
on the doorstep of the city.
Planning and urbanisation matters are of great interest to the people of Darling Range. I
appreciate that these issues are seldom easy to deal with but I ask the Government to take the
public into its confidence and to listen properly to the concerns of local residents. I am
pleased that the Minister for Planning has indicated this will occur. I know there is a great
deal of frustration about the way in which urbanisation in the Helena Valley area has
occurred, contrary nor only to strong local feeling but also to the clearly expressed wishes of
the Shire of Mundaring and the shire planner. I do nor intend to discuss the merits or
otherwise of the particular development, but there is a strong feeling that consultation with
the community existed in name only. The Bushmead Rifle Range area is being considered
for housing development at present. I urge the Government to consider carefully the
environmental significance of this area before proceeding with any development. It is worth
noting that the area has been given interim listing by the Australian Heritage Commission.
The forest areas of Darling Range are a wonderful facility for the people of Western
Australia to have available to them. I commend the officers of the Department of
Conservation and Land Management, particularly in the Mundaring District, who are
involved in the development of the "hills forest" project, which aims to make the forests of
the district more accessible, meaningful and enjoyable to visitors, with a greater range of
interpretative displays and participatory activities. From what I have seen so far, art excellent
result is being achieved.
I also commend the members of the Kalamunda Historical Society for their work in
establishing and developing the Kalamunda History Village. However, more can be done to
utilise the recreational and tourist potential of the hills region. I am sure that local residents
do not want the area transformed into a major tourist mecca, but I am aware also of a desire
by some groups, such as the Kalamunda Chamber of Commerce, to promote the region more
effectively. For example, the availability of overnight accommodation is very limited, which
is perhaps a little ironic considering that the Kalamunda area was regarded for the first half
of this century largely as a holiday resort.
One other electorate matter on which I will comment is schools. Recently I visited Glen
Forrest Primary School, where what appears to be a discriminatory policy within the
Ministry of Education was pointed out to me. I understand that if a school is fortunate
enough to be new or to have had a new library built, Computer hardware for use in the library
is provided by the ministry. If the school or its library is not new, then such equipment must
be provided by the school community - usually the P & C association. 1 know that at Glen
Forrest Primary School the parents have already made a substantial contribution to extending
the library, and this policy appears to discriminate clearly against established schools. I
mention Glen Forrest Primary not to single it out, but in order to draw attention to the
problem in electorates such as Darling Range. For example, Kalaniunda Senior High School,
which is now over 30 years old, is in need of substantial upgrading. I ask the Government to
give the schools of the Darling Range electorate the attention they deserve.
It is impossible to represent an electorate such as Darling Range without being aware of the
community's concern for our physical environment- Having grown up in the hills, I well
appreciate that local residents place a high value on their local environment and flora and
fauna, and also on the environment in a broader sense. The fact is, of course, that all of us
are environmentalists in some way. Whether our primary concern is the street we live in, the

427



428 (ASSEMBLY]

park across die road, the condition of our rivers or forests, or the stare of the soil in our
agricultural regions, all of us have some interest in the state of the environment. Clearly the
"growth at any cost" attitude which may have once existed is now obsolete with more people
being aware of and concerned about the environmental consequences of particular actions.
On the other hand, however, most of us are concerned also about maintaining and improving
our standard of living and particularly in providing economic opportunities for our children
and those who follow us.
It is important to ensure that the debates in which we will become involved are not taken
over by those with extreme views, who would. as the late Professor Manning Clark said.
"lock everything up and not even let us walk through the bush lest we tread on a twig and
break it"; or words to that effect. Of course the same applies to extreme views on the other
side. We must successfully communicate the message that if we are to prosper as a State and
nation and if we are to make our maximum contribution to the world community, it is
necessary to use of some of our resources. What matters is that we use those resources in a
balanced and responsible way. There is ample evidence to support the view that the worst
environmental degradation has occurred in those countries which have undergone the least
economic development. Responsible development enables us to ensure that we have the
ability to conserve those parts of our environment which are irreplaceable. If we are to leave
an acceptable standard of living for those who follow us, then properly managed industrial
development is essential.
The High Court's Mabo judgment is, quite naturally, evoking a great deal of discussion.
This issue is complex, and this is not the occasion to canvass its full extent. In this judgment
the court rejected the concept of trrna nullius and concluded that, in some circumstances,
native title applies. What is not clear are the implications of the declaration that native title
exists. In some quarters expectations are being created which are clearly unreasonable and
unsustainable.
It is most important that the issue be resolved as soon as possible. 1 am aware of one Darling
Range constituent who wishes to set up a relatively small and unobtrusive tourist operation tn
the Kimberley but who is unable to do so until the Utemorrah land claim is settled. I
understand the local Aborigines have no problem with the development that is proposed and
would have the opportunity to be involved. This is the sont of development which must be
repeated many times over if we are to work our way out of the economic problems we have,
and it is essential that the decks be cleared so that funther export income can be earned.
I was interested to hear is Excellency the Governor, a former Chief Justice of this State,
comment at the Commonwealth Parlianmentary Association seminar held here last month that
he thought that from the Aboriginal point of view Mabo was a disappointing result. He made
the point that any Aboriginal rights would exist only if some continuous association with the
particular land since white settlement could be demonstrated. Hlis Excellency further
commented that even if that association were established, the only right that would be
conferred would be a right to continue their traditional uses of the land.
We do need to deal with the social, education and health problems of the Aboriginal
community in this State. It is clear that there is an unacceptable disparity between the health
of much of the Aboriginal population and that of the remainder of the population. Ir is clear
also that simply directing money at the problem will not solve it. The Mabo judgment is nor
a panacea for all that has occurred in the Aboriginal population over the past 205 years, but
hopefully there is some way in which it can assist in resolving some of these problems, and
that will be a good thing. I do not believe that the Mabo judgment has to be a major problem
for the Australian population. I ant sure that there are people of goodwill and commonsense
on both sides who are capable of resolving the issue in a sensible way that will give the
Aboriginal community a sense of involvement in the future of the country while still
allowing responsible economic development to occur.
During the time that I serve as a member of this Parliament I have no doubt there will be
many issues on which we, as members, will disagree. That is a healthy part of the
democratic process. We need to remember though that we are very fortunate to live in ths
part of the world. We do not suffer from the sorts of problems that exist in countries such as
the former Yugoslavia, Somalia, Northern Ireland and many other places. We are fortunate
to live in a country with many natural resources, an abundant food supply, a stable political
structure and fireedom of speech. These are features which we often rake for granted.
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The challenge before us is to ensure that we make the most of the gifts with which we are
endowedL We need to ensure that our children and grandchildren can look to the furture with
confidence and without being burdened with excessive debt as a result of inappropriate
spending by our generation. Itris immoral to expect those who follow us to pay for our
consumption today; we will be able to do nothing better than to leave the finances of this
State in good order. That is not to say that al borrowings are wrong but I believe there is a
widespread view that the Stare's debt levels have increased unacceptably in recent years.
The people of Western Australia are looking for competent and responsible management and
I look forward to playing a part in that process.
[Applause.]
MR JOHNSON (Whitford) [12.22 pmj: I congratulate the Speaker on his election as the
Presiding Officer of this House. His leadership of this House will be crucial in trying to
ensure our conduct in this House earns the respect of Western Australians. it is a privilege to
stand before this House as the member for Whitford. I sincerely thank the people of
Whitford for placing their confidence in me by choosing me as their representative. I
especially thank my wife, Susan, my family, my campaign director, Mr Alan Cadby, and my
campaign committee, together with the many volunteers, for their toil and effort in ensuring
the success of my campaign and in helping to deliver a coalition Government for Western
Australia. I also commend my opponents, and. particularly my predecessor, Mrs Pamela
Beggs, for conducting an honourable campaign.
In speaking to the Address-in-Reply debate I will touch on issues that are of major concern to
the people of Whitford and which are symptomatic of the concerns of the wider Western
Australian community. The Whitford community is based within the northern coastal
suburbs of Perth. A large number of residents in Whitford are, like me, relatively new
citizens of Australia. It is an area that is still rapidly growing, with many young families
choosing to settle in Whitford because of its unique coastal lifestyle. Despite this idyllic
lifestyle, it became very evident during my campaign that the issue of overriding concern to
people is that of security. Whether it be security of person, security of the family or security
for a way of life that is the envy of many around the world, it was communicated to me that
Western Australians are increasingly despairing about their future. Allied with this concern
is the feeling of powerlessness. Many people feel that no matter how much they object to
government and minority groups trampling on their sovereignty, it means nothing as they
have no sanctions to make anyone accountable.
No issue symbolises this more in Whitford than the development of Hepburn Heights against
the will of the overwhelming majority of residents living in surrounding areas. The area
known as Hepburn Heights was 53 hectares of virgin bush land between Hepburn Avenue and
Pinnaroo Memorial Park in Padbury, set aside for the posterity of future generations of
residents of the northern suburbs. Hepburn Heights was the largest coastal bushland in the
metropolitan area after Kings Park. It was an area with unique flora and fauna.
Nevertheless, development proceeded, despite a 15 000 signature petition signed by many
Whitford residents and resolutions of the Wanneroo City Council and in another place
requesting that development not proceed. As with any cause, a number of individuals bore
the burden of the struggle to preserve Hepburn Heights. I commend those people in
particular, as they sacrificed enormous personal resources in pursuing a campaign which has
prevented the complete destruction of Hepburn Heights.
Since the appointment of the present Government, further clearing of Hepburn Heights has
ceased. In accordance with the community's wishes, the remaining 40 per cent of Hepburn
Heights will be permanently preserved in its pristine state. I am hopeful that there will be as
much as a 30 per cent increase in the land already set aside for public open space, much of
which can be revegetated. Hepburn Heights was another example of how the reputation and
public morality of Western Australia has suffered. It is my earnest hope that all Western
Australians learn the important lessons from the past. No matter what system is put in place,
in the final analysis public morality will depend upon the calibre of the private morality of
the citizens of this State and particularly of those who hold positions of significant
responsibility. As Hemry Wordsworth Longfellow said, we judge ourselves by what we feel
capable of doing; others judge us by what we have done.
As someone who has only been resident in Australia and Western Australia for just over five
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years, I am still in awe at die sheer natural beauty of this country. This country is the envy of
many in the world, for the richness of its resources and the friendly and stable nature of its
people. Given the great natual advantages that Western Australia has, I can only conclude
that the future of Western Australia is very much in the hands of Western Australians.
I am a native born Englishman who has had the opportunity to serve as a mayor in both the
United Kingdom and Western Australia- I have been privileged to witness from local
government the common ancestry, language, culture and heritage that these two countries
share. As Australians, we should feel justly proud of our heritage as it has produced a system
of law, government, and society that is more just and tolerant than any other, despite its
faults. When Western Australia was settled, our founding fathers did not find the laws and
customs that bind and govern a society lying on the shores of King George Sound or the
banks of the Swan River. They brought with them the laws, customs, and hard lessons of
history learnt over centuries of civilisation, to build our State of Western Australia. Of
course the fount of law and government was then and is still vested in the Crown. The
Crown exists to uphold and protect the rights and freedoms of all Western Australians, the
very thing our Queen swore to do before Almighty God in her coronation oath.
I am very proud to be a subject of the Queen of Western Australia. Had history given
Western Australia a different monarchy I would be a faithful subject of that monarchy.
However, because of the unique heritage that we share with the other Australian States and a
number of other countries, our Queen is also the monarch of these sovereign States.
Monarchs are symbols of unity. They command respect as hereditary succession has placed
them above the passions and errors of men scrambling for power. No president of a republic
could ever aspire to this, as a president's election or appointment is the product of exploiting
partisan differences in the community. Many who advocate that Australia must become a
republic claim that we must adopt an Asian identity, as our future lies with our Asian
neighbours. It is critical to note that Japan, Malaysia and Thailand have living monarchies.
Who will ever forget the scenes of the events of last year which saw the leaders of the
opposing factions struggling for power in Thailand prostrate before their king, who had
intervened in his nation's struggle in order to put an end to the violence. Japan has the
world's oldest monarchical House as the cornerstone of its stable and prosperous society.
Australia and Western Australia are independent states with their own identity under the
Crown, having elected Parliaments advising the Crown on the will of the people. Australia is
recognised as a sovereign nation by the world. No-one seriously suggests that Australia's
identity in die world is subsumed under that of the United Kingdom, or that we are subjected
to interference from die British Crown in the formation of Government policy at a State or
Federal level, If that honestly were the case, the British Crown would never have allowed
Western Australia to establish this Parliament.
As the future of Western Australia is very much in the hands of Western Australians we
must, in every endeavour of Government, ensure that we are building a community always
capable not only of standing up for itself hut also of providing leadership for Australia and
the world. This cannot be done by surrendering to the agendas of international treaties
signed by partisan Commonwealth inisters, who have usurped both the consent of the
Western Australian Parliament and the assent of the Crown. Nor can this be done by
allowing unlimited ownership of Australian companies and real estate, presiding over an
explosion of our foreign debt or allowing assaults on the powers and existence of the Senate.
Thie Commonwealth is a creation of the States, and it should serve the States; however, the
Commonwealth is not following this principle. For example, its agenda with the Mabo case
includes an attempt to control the issue of land titles, which is the rightful domain of the
States. This is an area in which Western Australia is showing much needed leadership in
defending the rights and responsibilities of the States, which serve the interests of all
Australians, and by averting deep divisions within the community. True leadens dedicated to
service do not resile from what is right - because we are right, we will prosper, and it may
eventuate that we will prosper alone.
I know from my experience in the United Kingdom, and more recently in Western Australia,
that government must be close to the people. This is the underlying principle on which any
civilisation should be built. This State has the opportunity to show leadership by giving back
to dhe people die responsibility for their future. Let us not forget that the most important tier
of government in Australia is the family. The family is under assault from the economic,
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education and social programs of Governments which intervene in affairs which are the
domain of the family. Many children today are either in families in which neither parent is
employed, or both parents ane forced to work to support the family. Therefore, the time and
resources parents can devote to nurturing their families has been depleted by art economic
system which is inimical to serving the family. In Western Australia this is epitomised by
exploding crime, and it returns to the issue of security. People do not feel safe in the street,
or even in their homes. Murder, assault, theft and vandalism are the product of ignoring
traitional values which uphold individual rights, give genuine liberties and result in a stable
society. Years of so-called "progressive" Government education programs have not only
undermined the pursuit of excellence, but more importantly attacked the authority of parents
by obscuring the distinction between right and wrong.
Much criticism has been made of our legal system, which has dispensed law but not justice
in allowing ball bandits to go through a revolving door to commit more crimes. We reap
what we sow. We have a major juvenile crime problem, but I am looking forward to the
necessary legislation that will rectify this problem. With this in mind, my electorate needs
facilities to occupy and interest our youth. With the help of the Wanneroo City Council, we
have many sporting facilities for all chose residents who seek to utilise their spare rime in that
area. However, young people who are not sports orientated need youth centres in which they
can constructively spend their leisure time. This will reduce acts of vandalism and petty
crime, so often motivated by sheer boredom. I will use every endeavour to bring these
facilities to the youth of my electorate. Also, youth employment must be an important
priority, particularly in areas like Whitford. Youth facilities will certainly not eliminate but
will reduce the level of juvenile crime. Sadly, juvenile criminals often become adult
criminals. Ensuring that criminals suffer a punishment commensurate with the time of
victims' suffering will be a start in solving our many crime problems. However, our pursuit
of justice must not be born out of revenge, but motivated by charity.
Charity extends to those less fortunate than ourselves. In both the United Kingdom and
Western Australia I have used my position in public life to support children with disabilities
and children spending time in hospital. These children deserve a special place in our hearts,
and as a Government we must do everything not only to make their life more bearable but
also to assist them in the provision of facilities to help them enjoy their lives to the fullest
extent. Families rakcing care of children with severe disabilities face enormous strains and
tremendous pressures on the family environment. Such families live in my electorate, and I
will work to ensure that these children and their families receive the assistance they need.
Parallel to this objective is the upgrading of the children's facility at the Wanneroo Hospital
so that children may be treated closer to their homes and families.
I was privileged to serve as Mayor of the London Borough of Sutton which had 56
councillors - by a happy coincidence, the same number of members with whom I serve in
this House. In Sutton I was honoured to persuade Cliff Richard to star in a charity variety
show I produced to help children in need. Cliff is a shining example of someone in the
public eye who gives so much of his time to help those less fortunate. I was also privileged
to serve as Mayor of the City of Wanneroo. I was honoured to have been able to persuade
manty businesses to sponsor two charity balls, the proceeds of which have helped so many
children with severe disabilities. Also, I have been invited by the international chairman of
Radio Lollipop to head a task force to raise much needed funds for children's facilities in
WA hospitals. On this occasion Radio Lollipop is the only charity to be sponsored by the
Whitbread round the world yacht race, and these events will take place in December and
January when the fleet stays over at Fremantle. I urge my fellow members to support this
worthy cause at that time.
I will heed the words of Sir Winston Churchill when he said, "a speech does not have to be
eternal to be immortal". I thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, and members for their indulgence.
and I look forward to your guidance and assistance, and to learning from other members in
this House, in making a worthwhile contribution in serving the people of Whitford in
Western Australia.
[Applause.]
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Bloffwitch.

Sizting sisspended from 12.40 to 2.00 pm
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COMMITEES FOR THE SESSION
Personnel, Appointment

Message from the Council received and read notifying the personnel of sessional committees
appointed by that House.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION
Reconstitmution

Message from the Council received and read requesting concurrence in the following
resolution -

That a Delegated Legislation Committee be reconstituted with the same order of
reference as that under which a committee of the same name was constituted in the
Thirty-third Parliament and that the Legislative Assembly be invited to pass a similar
resolution.

[Questions without notice taken.)

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY
Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.-
MR BOARD (Jandaikot) [2.33 pmj: [ congratulate you, Mr Speaker, an your election to the
high office of Speaker. I stand before members with a mixture of pride, enthusiasm, and
excitement but also with an overriding sense of responsibility. The trust that has been put in
mec by the electors of Jandakot cannot be taken lightly. I stand here with dreams and
aspirations that I am sure are common to all newly elected members of Parliament. I anm sure
these ame the same dreams and aspirations that Mr Barry MacKinnon had in 1976, or were
the dreams and aspirations of John Tonkin in 1933, or Sir David Brand in 1945. When I look
at the overall development of this State, I know they did their jobs well. If one looks at what
has been achieved in the south west, the goldfields and the Pilbara, not to mention the overall
advancement in major cities and country towns, one knows that the State has prospered very
well from their involvement.
Many of the decisions they made were not easy. They had to weigh up the good of the State
against sectionalised vested interests, and balance the need for development and
infrastructure against the perennial lack of funds. I know many of the decisions in which I
shall be involved will not be easy, but I go into this new position aware of my responsibilities
and duties. I go into this position with my eyes open. hopefully not too naive of the
pressures and influences that may be placed upon me.
It is more than appropriate at the outset of my address to recognise my predecessor, Mr Barry
MacKinnon. He was elected the member for Murdoch in February 1977. He served this
Parliament continuously for 16 years. Among his outstanding contributions to this House
and to the people of Western Australia, and in particular to the Jandakot electorate, were his
appointments as Minister for Tourism, and the North west from 1982 to 1983, as shadow
Minister for Mines, Fuel and Energy from 1983 to 1984, and shadow Minister for Tourism,
Employment and Training between 1984 and 1986. He was elected Leader of the Opposition
in 1986 and held that position until 1992. He served as shadow Treasurer, and shadow
Minister for Tourism, and Public Sector Management. I do not believe any member of this
Assembly or of the Parliament would not acknowledge the contribution Barry MacKinnon
has made to the State of Western Australia. His strength, leadership, integrity and
persistence are an inspiration and example to us all. I acknowledge his many achievements,
but none more than his contribution in convincing the previous Government of the need to
hold a royal commission of inquiry into the commercial activities of Government. In doing
so he did a great service to the Parliament and the people of western Australia. His
representation of the constituents in his electorate was outstanding and he has created for me
a level of performance for which I must now aim. I anm sure members of this House will join
me in thanking Barry MacKinnon for his services, and wishing Barry and Pam MacKinnon
and their young family the best for their future.
Members: Hear! Hear!
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Mr BOARD: It is important that I acknowledge those who have supported and assisted me
during my election. Firstly. I must thank the Liberal Party for its faith and trust in me to
uphold our standards and policies. I thank my campaign committee. It is always a difficult
task, particularly at a time such as this, to single out individuals, but I must mention Mr Peter
Hollow, Mr Graham Darcy and Mr Gordon Gillausseyn for their untiring support. I
acknowledge the tremendous efforts of my many campaign workers who assisted me over a
six month period, and a special acknowledgment to my wife, Anne, and my children, Becky
and Alex, for their understanding and unselfish support.
I come from a background of small business. Having spent a few years in the Navy duning
the Vietnam war, I was then employed by the Commonwealth Public Service for 10 years.
However, I do not feel I cut my teeth until I went into small business in 1982. For the past
11I years or so I have been involved in the clothing industry, at first as a retailer and then in
partnership as a manufacturer and wholesaler. Within this industry I have seen both the
benefits of being in Western Australia and, at the same time, the difficulties that confront us.
I know what it is like to put everything on the line to create a business and enterprise. and to
see an opportunity come to reality in the face of mounting pressures and obstructions. I
know what it is like to develop and market a product in Western Australia, to employ people,
to be frustrated by over-regulation and maintaining costs but at the same time to be fiercely
proud that in some snmall way my business could add to the wealth of the Western Australian
economy. These are some of the experiences that have, in part, equipped me to face the
challenges that lie ahead.
Mr Speaker, one cannot help but be struck by the history and traditions of this place.
However, I was soon brought back to reality when I read on a number of desks around the
House what to do in regard to a bomb threat. This was reinforced the other day when a
heavy laminate was being applied to our office windows to protect the glass from projectiles
and possible explosions. I am not sure whether the idea was to keep the explosion in or out.
However, having reflected on that, I was overcome by an incredible feeling of deja vu. My
first job after leaving the Navy was in 1972, when I was the junior clerk at the
Commonwealth Employment Service at Mascot in Sydney. This was in the heady days of
full employment, with an unemployment rate of less than three per cent. We had a very
small staff, and our main duty was to advertise vacancies and encourage people to come in
and fill what was a large register of jobs. Ilhe manager at the time, who will remain
nameless, mainly because I do not want to exploit my parliamentary privilege in my maiden
speech, was two months off his 65th birthday and was due for retirement. The Vietnam war
was still on and we were still in the midst of conscription in Australia. The role of the CES
was to check its register for individuals who were avoiding the draft and to report that
information to the appropriate authority. There were demonstrations against conscription at
the time, and the Department of Labour and National Service, which was responsible for
running the CES, was subject to a number of bomb threats.
I well recall the day a circular came around to the office at Mascot and the manager called us
into his office and read the memo from head office. It instructed us clearly about what we
should do in the case of a bomb threat, and went on further to indicate what we should do if a
bomb were thrown threw the front door. It indicated that after going through a number of
procedures similar to the notes that are currently sticky taped onto some of the desks here,
we should all leave the building by the rear door in an orderly manner. Unfortunately I was
silly enough to ask the manager how we should organise this orderly departure out the rear
door, and he looked at me and said, "Board, in order of seniority". I amr of course, Mr
Speaker, cognizant of the fact that I am a newly elected member of Parliament, but I trust
that you would deal with that dilemma in an entirely different manner.
The State seat of Jandakot, created at the redistribution in 1987, is still a rapidly expanding
area, bounded to the north by Leach Highway and High Road, Willetton, to the east by
Nicholson Road and Warton Road, to the west by Kwinana Freeway and to the South by
Jandakot Airport and Forrest Road. The seat is a wonderful mix of residential, light
industrial and commercial use, and is currently experiencing rapid expansion of residential
areas in the Waratah. Livingston and Ranford Estates of Canning Vale. With 35 000
residents and approximately 24 000 voters, it is a blend of the old and the new. Bullcreek,
named after Henry Bull, an early landholder, is in stark contrast with the ultra new area of
Leeming.
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The seat of Jandakot contains the large industrial are of Canning Vale, which at present is
recommencing a strong growth period. The airport sits nearly geographically in the centre of
the seat. The Roe Highway extension will cut through the centre of the seat, south of the
main residential sector. Canning Vale Prison sits on the eastern boundary. The southern part
of the electorate is a mixture of commercial, industrial and rural uses. The seat boasts four
high schools and nine primary schools. Wifletton High School, the biggest high school in the
State, is approaching 1 900 students.
The seat overlaps four city boundaries, comprising primarily the City of Melville and the
City of Canning, but also encompassing the City of Gosnells and the City of Cockburn.
Jandakot, the Aboriginal word for "home of the whistling eagle", is indeed appropriately
named. Jandakot Airport, run by the Federal Airports Corporation, is now the busiest airport
in Western Australia and the third busiest airport in Australia, with some 330 000
movements last year. This has created its own problems in a developing residential area, but
in the main the community accepts the airport's operations, notwithstanding some difficulties
with the flight path from time to time. The airport is one of the major pilot training airports
in Australia and attracts pilots f-rm Singapore, Malta, Malawi, Zimbabwe and Malaysia.
The airport at present is losing in excess of $lm a year and as a result a major development
proposal for some of the land is envisaged to increase multiple usage of the airport and hence
meet some of the shortfall. The proposal includes ongoing airport development, construction
of new aviation facilities, and the extraction of silica sand for export, with some land
allocated to commercial use. This area is also sensitive because it is situated close to the
Jandakot water mound, which is currently subject to a number of studies by the
Environmental Protection Authority and the Department of Planning and Urban
Development, which are involved in drafting strategies for the protection of the water
mound.
The whole area i s expanding rapidly. The new residential developments in Waratab,
Livingston and Ranford are coming on quickly. In the main it is a young and vibrant area.
Nearly 60 per cent of the 35 000 residents are under the age of 35. The area is typical of the
rapidly expanding areas of the Perth metropolitan region. While most of the residents are
English-speaking, 23 other nationalities are represented, and outside of the United Kingdom,
the majority came from Malaysia. Only approximately 50 per cent of the population is
considered to be in the work force as some 38 per cent of the electorate comprises students.
Of those who are working - as is general throughout the community - about 25 per cent work
in the public sector and the remainder in the private sector. Approximately 70 per cent of the
electorate earn less than $35 000 per year.
The Swan Brewery, FAL, Arnotts Biscuits Limited, the Len Buckeridge group, Canning
Vale Weaving Mills, Pepsi 7-up, Coles distribution centre, Tip Top Bakeries, Kailis
Brothers, Blackwoods, ACI Glass, Canning Vale markets, Diahatsu automobiles, Toyota
uplift, and Rothmans of Pall Mall are just some of the larger businesses in the electorate. I
am pleased that many of those businesses are currently expanding their enterprise. They are
looking for growth in Western Australia and are prepared to invest in it.
The problems confronting the constituents in my electorate are common to mast electorates:
Unemployment, crime, and the difficulties that families face in raising children in a society
that has increasing pressures. As a young family area, people are concerned about the future.
They want to be assured that there will be opportunities in education, employment and home
ownership for their children. Of particular concern is the fact that there is no permanent
police presence in my electorate. An area of nearly 58 square kilometrs sees nothing more
than police in motor vehicles. Consideration of this issue must be a high priority for this new
Government.
Completion of the Roe Highway extension to at least the Kwinana Freeway is an urgent need
for my electorate. Large trucks seeking to avoid highways behind Midland and the Kwinana
strip are affecting the amenity of a great number of residents.
Land planning strategies for rural and special rural zones in the southern part of the
electorate need to be given urgent consideration and determination. It seems to me that
Western Australia right now is poised at the crossroads. It has reached a watershed in
respect of do we take an accelerated path towards pro development, with the community
working with Government and industry, for the long term benefit of the State. or do we take
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another path where we do not encourage development, continue borrowing and lose our
competitive edge, not only in Australia but also on the world market? I suggest that if the
tatter is the path we take, our children and their children will see a position develop which
may be impossible to turn around. Considerations of international competitiveness will not
go away. The current recession has, if anything, intensified the pressures. The steady flow
of reduction in tariff protection has accentuated the need for change.
Industrial relations will be an important component of the competitive edge that this State
must seek to regain if it is to be a successful bidder against other States and on the world
stage. The days of the bourgeois class, or a group of strong industrialists ripping out the
heart of a suppressed, manually laboured work force, are over, yet this is the premise upon
which current industrial relations are based. Trust and common objectives have not, in the
main, been part of the process.
The first Western Australian Trades and Labour Congress held in 1899 agreed to a motion
for compulsory conciliation and arbitration for the peaceful, non-disruptive settlement of
industrial disputes. This resolution was endorsed by the second congress in 1900. 1 suggest
that the industrial relations process has drifted a long way from the original resolution. Just
last Thursday we saw ample evidence of this at Parliament House. Industrial conflict,
particularly strikes, is for some people a first and not a last response. Industrial conflicts in
Western Australia axe running at a fairly high level. Since 1986 this State's record, measured
in working days lost per 1 000 employees, was the second worst in Australia. On average
100 000 working days were lost per year in WA. Also, the industrial dispute statistics relate
only to stoppages of more than 10 working days at an establishment where the dispute
occurs. However, these disputes have effects on other establishments such as stand-downs
due to a lack of materials, disruptions of tranisport services, and power cuts which are not
included in the statistics. Therefore, we do not have a clear indication of the total effect of
strike action.
The development of a work culture based on the expansion and advancement of the State,
something in which we can all share, must be our highest priority. It always seems that we
reach our greatest potential when we work together. History has shown that people have
achieved these objectives during times of crisis. Much can be achieved with a common
approach and a common goal. One need only look at the postwar reconstruction in Germany
and Japan to see what can be achieved in the short ternm through a consensus on objectives.
In early 1974 the Conservative Government of Edward Heath in Britain proposed a three day
working week as an emergency measure. This resulted from fuel shortages arising from the
coal strike. Industry was expected to be brought to its knees with a general 40 per cent
reduction in its output. However, that did not happen. Not only did industry survive, but
some organisations matched their five day week production in the three days. Efficiencies
were achieved through a change in attitude. At that time workers and employers combined
their energies, and this can be a lesson to us all.
The survival and welfare of this State clearly depends upon the efficiencies with which
wealth is created by business enterprises. Wealth is not created by Government. As industry
seeks a cost effective way to produce goads and services to make them competitive in the
marketplace, and as the cost of labour increases the casualties in certain industries will of
course be the work force. As a Government we must set the agenda for the creation of new
enterprises, new businesses and new frontiers. We must create the environment in which
businesses can flourish and new opportunities can be created. We know that Western
Australia has the potential to develop faster and stronger than any other State in Australia.
However, this development will depend very much on how we use our resources, particularly
human resources.
A debate which all in the community must face is whether employment should be recognised
as a form of social welfare. Is it better to employ people primarily far the benefit of the
individual, or should we continually seek cost effective means of production from which
benefits will flow to the State? If business creates employment, we must introduce greater
flexibility than is allowed under the current adversarial industrial relations system. The level
of consultation between management and employees in reaching a consensus in decisions in
the workplace is vital to industry. Workers' confidence of continued employment is
paramount. Workers must feel involved, and harmony must exist between employers and
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employees. Individual workplace agreements bawed on negotiation between workers and
employers will create an ownership of the contract between die two. This will result in an
understanding and commitment by both parties which will go far beyond that which can be
achieved by pressure being applied by groups and associations to achieve objectives which
often go far beyond the business concerned. The workplace must be die place of negotiation.
The negotiation should be as direct as possible between the employer and employee.
Workers must feel motivated to participate in the agreement based on the expectation of
improved rewards while, at die same time, contributing to the growth of the business.
Of course, change is always a two-edged sword. Managers need greater responsibility to
enable them to manage creatively and with skill. Trust by both panies must be a
fundamental principle. We need consensus by all parties regarding common objectives, and
businesses must be strongly competitive and profitable; without profitability businesses do
not continue, employment ceases and the State does not advance.
Surely the role of the Government must not be to create employment, but to provide an
environment in which the business sector, through expansion, will create jobs. In recent
years we have seen that the expansion of any one business does not necessarily mean a
greater number of jobs. As technology has improved and workplace efficiencies have taken
place, we have seen businesses grow stronger with a reduced work force. We need new
industry. We must create opportunities for people to get into business, as this is from where
the new jobs will come. As a Government we must take a lead in encouraging business by
reducing Government costs and charges. This must be done as the community expects
leadership from Government. This is where the Government can set the agenda and give
direction to industry. Government must provide stimulus for growth and incentives for new
enterprises; it must not provide barriers. I am sure we are all united in our wish to see
prosperous industry in this State.
If we are to measure our success as a State and as a civilised society, we must provide
opportunities, particularly for our young. These opportunities may not be in the same format
as we envisaged when at that age. Unfortunately, at a Government level we have never
planned for unemployment of the scale we are now experiencing. Previously the manpower
thinking, as it existed, was short term with programs such as relocation and work retraining
rather than the creation of new industry. The unemployment rate among youth in Western
Australia - namely, the 15 to 19 years group - is currently around 23 per cent. This is a
significant improvement on the peak rate of in excess of 34 per cent in September of last
year. However, the figure is still uncomfortably and dangerously high. In Western Australia
130 000 people are in the 15 to 19 years age group, of whom 50 000 am either at school or in
tertiary education. Although we know that 60 000 of this group is employed, the fact is that
only half of that number, 30 000, are employed full time. The other half are employed only
part time. The remaining 20000 people are unemployed. Therefore, the statistics are
misleading. A different set of selection criteria and a change of emphasis would show the
situation to be much worse.
The reality is that of the 80 000 people in Western Australia in the 15 to 19 years age group
who are not studying, only 37.5 per cent have a full time job. Put another way, 62.5 per cent
of this group do not have a full time job. Currently the Australian Bureau of Statistics
criteria stipulate that if a person works for one hour a week and is paid, or works for one or
more hours a week unpaid in a family business, that person is regarded as being employed.
If a 19 year old helped his dad in his business for an hour last week because he cannot get a
job, he is not regarded as being unemployed. Therefore, the problem is far worse than most
of us believe.
I remind members that the unemployment rate for the 15 to 19 years group in 1989 - just four
years ago - was 9.5 per cent. Among the problems linked to long-term unemployment are
drug taking, poor health, marital breakdown, domestic violence, homicide and suicide. An
Australian Medical Association forum on health and unemployment this year was told that
the death rate for unemployed Australian men was 17 times higher than that for men in work.
A high proportion of these ame young men.
Although there is a growing debate about the continuing need for a work ethic in our
community, the fact remains that people need work to live with pride and dignity. I do not
see that in 1993 we should accept the extent of welfare dependency, particularly among our
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young. We clearly will have failed as a Government if we do not put the highest priority on
measures to reverse this trend. Employment does not mean continuing to employ people in
unprofitable or Government subsidised jobs. They are not real jobs and have no value to the
individual or to die community. Government for far too long has poked around the edge of
the problem with only bandaid problems. The answer must be for Government to create a
dynamic incentive based industry program with a flexible, harmonious industrial relations
system at its heart. The key will be to allow commerce and industry to get on and expand its
crtation of goods and services without undue penalties.
One of the greatest restrictions has been a rigid, outdated award structure which has not
allowed for the changing needs of industry. The need to be more flexible in our working
hours to meet the demands of the consumer and consideration of what are now harsh
penalties for employers wishing to produce goods or services outside of what art traditional
working hours must be addressed. Many employers have not been able to cope with these
restrictions and choose not to produce additional goods. When this happens we all pay a
surcharge for inefficiency, If we let industry get on and do what it does best, it will create
jobs. These are the challenges which face us right now. These are the decisions that will
continue this State's sliding in its competitive edge or will catapult us into a position where
we can all share in the benefits of a prosperous State. I am excited and honoured to be a
member of a Government which is prepared to make these decisions. I hope that my
contribution will be worthy of the miust put in me by the Liberal Party and the electors of
Jandakat.
I thank all members and the staff of Parliament House for the courtesy and support they have
given me since my election.
[Applause.]
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [3.03 pm]: It is appropriate in this Address-in-Reply debate in
June 1993 to address the centenary of my electorate of Kalgoorlie. Gold was discovered in
Kalgoorlie 100 years ago this month.
Before turning to that matter I take this opportunity of congratulating you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, on your elevation as Chairman of Committees in this House and the Speaker on his
elevation. I also take the opportunity of congratulating all the new members of this House,
most of whom have had the opportunity of giving their maiden speeches. I say about all of
those members on both sides of the House, and without wanting in any way to sound
patronising, that their speeches were well prepared, well delivered and most informative. I
congratulate every one of those speakers. I also take the opportunity of congratulating the
Government on its victory. It is an interesting situation in the House that only I and the
members for Eyre, Kimberley and Helena have had any experience in Opposition in
Parliament. The Government is in a situation where none of their Ministers has had any
ministerial experience running a Government. In many ways, most of us are new at our jobs,
so the next four years should be interesting.
Mr Court: After 10 years you get to do it pretty well.
Mr TAYLOR: I look forward to returning to the other side of House in four years' time, and
while not wishing ill of the new members on the Government side I hope that their termi is
indeed only a four year term.
Mr Pendal: Hope springs eternal in the human breast.
Mr TAYLOR: Hope and hard work. This is the centenary of the discovery of gold in
Kalgoorlie by Hannan, Elannagan and O'Shea. I commend, in particular, the work that has
been undertaken in that community in regard to the centenary celebration. Although I could
deal in depth with the history of Kalgoorlie and perhaps what its future may hold, on this
occasion it is more appropriate to use the opportunity to mention the history of the
celebration and the many people who have put a great deal of hard work into making it the
success it has turned out to be.
In 1989 1 and a number of other people in the community were certainly of the view - it may
be trite to say this - that the opportunity for a celebration to make the most of the centenary
would come round only once in the lifetime of every person who lived in the community.
We had to make the most of that year and use the celebration as a catalyst for the area. That
was our determination. We wanted to achieve three things: Firstly, to commemorate the
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event, and that is most important. Secondly, we wanted to ensure we had as many interesting
events as possible that would draw as many visitors as possible into the community to help
us in our tourism efforts.
Mr Court: The Liberal Party State convention is being held in Kalgoorlie.
Mr Pendal: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is invited to sit in the public gallery; he
might get a few serves.
Mr TAYLOR: I would be disappointed if my name wert not mentioned at a Liberal Party
conference in Kalgoorlie. Thirdly, we wanted to use the centenary as a catalyst for change.
as an opportunity to plan for the next 100 years and to make same very important changes.
That is exactly what has happened. I am pleased with what has been achieved. I see that as
the most important part of the centenary celebrations. I will mention a few of those
important changes. Kalgoorlie has a new tourist mine.
Mr Court: I saw that mine; it is terrific.
Mr TAYLOR: There is no doubt about that. We have a new airport and a soon to be
completed entertainment centre.
Mr Court: There was a bit of controversy about that.
Mr TAYLOR: Yes indeed. We have new entranices to the town and a railway station that
has been restored to reflect its historic past. An enormous amount of Westrail money has
been spent on achieving that. Entrances to our city have been upgraded and when work is
finished on Great Eastern Highway, I am sure that will look magnificent. The Kalgoorlie
Town Hall has been painted and made to look the way it should look. We have the post
office, the principal public building in the city, being completely renovated inside and
outside to reflect its historic nature rather than the unfortunate way that it has looked over
recent years. Also, the old courthouse in Boulder is being upgraded. The main street in
Boulder is being upgraded with the great assistance and support of the local member, Julian
Grill. It looks vastly different from how it looked a year ago. I am pleased the Government
has agreed to continue that work by putting funds aside for the main street project. The same
goes for Hannan Street where business has met the challenge of making their businesses look
the part. We have seen same interesting and exciting changes in those areas.
Mr Court: Are they going to put a verandah around the member for Eyre's office?
Mr Grill: That would be nice.
Mr TAYLOR: It does need a verandah.
The environment of the city has also been cleaned up, but it is a mining city and should stay
that way. It is a cleaner city, a greener city, and one where people take a much greater
interest in their environment by maintaining their front yards and verges, and making sure
they do not leave their rubbish lying around.
Mr Bridge: It is also part of our heritage.
Mr TAYLOR: It is indeed. Those lovely old rusty fences and flattened cyanide drums are
certainly a part of that and I would hate to see that disappear in the city.
Mr Pendal: Has Hay Street been cleaned up a bit?
Mr TAYLOR: Hay Street has been cleaned up a little. It is certainly a lot brighter, there are
many more flashing lights. Another interesting aspect about Hay Street is that blackboard
signs advertising the specials are also now visible. I suppose we will see many more
blackboard signs along Hay Street when the Liberal Party conference takes place in a couple
of weeks' time. The people who work in Hay Street also play their part. One of the great
characters of Hay Street is Stella, a person known to all sorts of people throughout the
community of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. She is a very special lady.
A member- Your campaign chairman?
Mr TAYLOR: She probably could have been the chairman of my campaign committee; she
is quite delightful.
The same applies in areas such as the Gribble Creek redevelopment where people such as
Geoff Smith, Dave Johns and Ian Keafley from the Department of Conservation and Land
Management have worked hard with others over the past couple of years to provide the area
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with a regional park from the top to bottom of Kalgoorlie, along the length of Gribble Creek.
That will be a magnificent development for the city.
I now return to how the planning for the centenary started. I give a great deal of credit to the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Chamber of Commerce. On more than the odd occasion I have had run-
ins with the Chamber of Commerce, but in general it works very well with people such as
myself, the member for Eyre, and other members of Parliament in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder
area in trying to pursue and upgrade what we have in chat region.
In correspondence on 17 April 1989 the then President of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Chamber
of Commerce, John Matthew, indicated to me and a number of people that in only three short
years the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder would be celebrating a historic and unique occasion -
the centenary. He stared also -

Under guidance from the Chamber, the centenary celebration committee would act as
a catalyst resource and information clearing house for the many organisations which
would become involved with the celebration preparations.

We then held a meeting on 28 April 1989 to discuss that issue. That meeting was most
important and was attended by people of the calibre of Geoff Stokes and Julian Grill. We
discussed how we would drive the centenary ahead. That decision was made in 1989.
Members may ask why the chamber of commerce would take on that responsibility rather
than the council. History wilt show that at that time the amalgamation of the Shire of
Boulder and the City of Kailgoorlie had occurred which caused much trauma within the local
government community. Local government members were busy ensuring that the
amalgamation was successful rather than looking ahead three years. Many people, including
councillors such as Ray Finlayson, were well aware that if we were going to make the most
of the centenary celebrations, planning had to start in 1989.
On 23 June 1989 the chamber of commerce again wrote to me saying that it had held
discussions and believed it was necessary for initiatives to get under way to ensure the
centenary celebrations occurred. The chamber was prepared to put aside $10000 of
underwriting to enable the employment of a full time person to commence work on the
celebrations. The chamber was the first to put its hand in its pocket. We then set up a group
called Goldfields 1993 Pty Ltd which was effectively a company. The main principles of
that company were that it would be involved in the organisation of the celebrations during
the centenary year and that the keynote of the success of that celebration would be
community participation and involvement. It was also decided to aim for balance in
everything we undertook so that proceedings would not be dominated by one group or
organisation. Halfway through the centenary year chat certainly has been achieved.
It is important to mention the namnes of those people who were prepared to be part of
Goldfields 1993 Pry Ltd. The committee comprised Laurie Hunter as chairman, John
Matthew, Doug Daws, Geoff Stokes, Ray Finlayson, Karen McGay. Margaret Jones, Dick
Tastula, Ollie Swiderski and me. Those people came from a vast range of occupations and
from both sides of politics, flhat was deliberate to enable us to tackle the issue without
regard to politics or from which profession people came, but with due regard to the fact that
the job to be done was to make sure that the centenary was wellI celebrated.
The group also employed Brian Laurance, a public relations consultant and brother of a
former member of this Parliament. He is an excellent fellow and did an enormous amount to
get sponsors on side. He worked in a way for which I have a great deal of admiration. He
compiled activity reports and obtained sponsors such as the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder itself,
Western Mining Corporation Ltd, Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd, the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Chamber of Commerce, Eltin Ltd and Ian Burston.
Mr Pendal: Elfin is an excellent company.
Mr TAYLOR: Eltin is an excellent company. It employs some very good people, including
the brother of the new member for South Perth. Other sponsors included Budget, Skywest
Airlines Pry Ltd, Hospitality Inns Pty Ltd, BP Oil and the State Government Insurance
Commission. Brian Laurance did a great deal of the work to make the centenary celebrations
possible. He also produced a range of centenary celebration booklets. We all worked
together ont the logo and talked about K~algoorlie- Boulder from 1893 to 1993. We adopted
the slogan - which I think fits the occasion for our centenary - "What a Past - What a Future".

439



440 [ASSEMBLY]

We have looked at the achievements of the past 100 years, but we are also looking ahead to
the next 100 years. We produced a centenary ideas booklet arid went right through the
community so that people would have all sorts of ideas about how they could be part of the
centenary celebrations.
It was later decided, perhaps wisely, that rather than have the centenary virtually run by a
company, the local government councillors had a responsibility for that job because they
w:ere the elected representatives in the community. In the end, with a little rankle on the
issue, the City of Kalgoorlie- Boulder took over the handling of the centenary celebrations.
They have done it reasonably well. It is a difficult job and I congratulate the council on the
way it has gone about it. I congratulate the Mayor, Ron Yuryevich, and the people he
employed;, people such as the centenary co-ordinator, Corene Haffner, who has done an
outstanding job over the course of the past year or so in trying to make it all work, sometimes
under great difficulties. Her offisider Denise Brown also worked very hard. They went to the
trouble of employing public relations consultants Colin Hopkins and Associates to assist
them, although in the end the council decided that it would not pursue that contract. Colin
Hopkins did a terrific job gaining an enormous amount of publicity for the city's celebrations
in a diverse range of publications and on television and radio.
People such as Aidan Keogh and Ian Burston, the Chief Executive Officer of Kalgoorlie
Consolidated Gold Mines, Stan Crabbe, who virtually put together that tourist mine, and
John Thomas, who now runs it, have all done a magnificent job in making that mine possible
and making it work today. People such as Barrie Thomson, a former councillor from the
City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and his wife Tess, who is involved in the historical society, have
done an outstanding job in making certain that people are aware of the historical aspects.
They are the sorts of people who are prepared to put their backs to the wall to do the little
things that are important. such as Barrie Thomson's being prepared to drop off the chairs at
one centennial event when no-one else was around to do it. These people went for hours and
hours without sleep to ensure that some events worked well. We also had the backing of
groups such as Anseit Australia. Ted Karasek, who has now retired, Ron Buckey and Paddy
Halligan have been extremely supportive in the way the centenary celebrations have taken
place.
The same applies to Graham Thomson and Doug Daws, whom I am sure members on the
Government benches know well- Doug Daws was one of the key people in making sure that
the centenary of Kalgoorlie-Boulder celebrations would work in 1993. These people have
spent a great amount of their time organising the centenary celebrations. The Kalgoorlie-
Boulder Tourist Centre has been under enormous pressure this year. Margaret Kennedy and
her staff at the centre have done an outstanding job to make sure that people will visit
Kalgoorlie-Boulder not only in 1993, but also in 1994 and succeeding years. The Whitford
City Shopping Centre recently had a successful exhibition depicting the history of
Kalgoorlie-Boulder. The exhibition was seen by tens of thousands of people from the
metropolitan area and they now understand the reason for the centenary celebrations in
Kalgoorlie-Boulder.
Members will be aware of the Australian Football League pre-season match which was held
between the West Coast Eagles and the Adelaide Crows. Unfortunately it was held on
election day and I did not see the match. Dean Kemp, a local Kalgoorlie boy whose
grandfather, Fred Collard, was the Federal member for Kalgoorlie was unable to play
because of an injury, but he was able to help out the friendly local member by handing out
how to vote cards. I appreciated it but, as it turned out, he spent most of his time signing
autographs instead of handing out how to vote cards. The people involved in organising that
football match should be proud of their achievements and I refer to Doug Kitpp, Neville
Brierley, Bob Softley, Ken Gouge and others. It was not only a successful football match,
but also Kalgoorlie now has an oval which is fully lit and can be used for night sporting
events such as soccer, cricket, football and hockey. This has been made possible because of
the centenary football match which was held at Kalgoorlie on 6 February.
I should mention some of the local councillors, Ian Buchhorn, Anna Ludin, Paul Robson,
Esther Roadnight, Rusty Robustellini, John Henderson and Karen Pye. All the local
councillors have thrown their weight behind the centenary celebrations to make sure they are
a success. I have missed out some of the councillors, but I have not done that deliberately. I
just do not have all their names with me.

440



[Thursday, 24 June 1993] 4

The Swan Brewery Pty Ltd was prepared to put aside $100 000 to support a range of
centenary events at Kalgoorlie to be decided by the local hoteliers and I refer to Brian
Pascoe, Tom Scally, and Joe Pileggi who is from the Main Reef Hotel. Their role in
deciding what events could be held during the centenary has been very important.
The Director of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Chamber of Commerce, Hugh Gallagher has been
extremely supportive of the centenary year celebrations. The local chamber of commerce
was the first organisation to decide to put its hand in its pocket to ensure the celebrations
work. Hugh Gallagher and Pat Leighton, the president, have supported this event in an
outstanding way.
Last Saturday night Julian Grill, the member for Eyre, Graemne Campbell, the Federal
member for Kalgoorlie and I attended the Eastern Goldfields Italian Club for its centenary
bail. It was a very enjoyable night out and it would not have been possible without the work
of Tony Ruffino, the president of the club. Other people like Alf Caputo also helped tonmake
it possible and ir is one of the many multicultural groups in Kalgoorlie which have been
prepared to be part of dhe centenary celebrations. I am referring not only to people of
European descent, but also to Aboriginal people who see themselves as being part of the
centenary year. It is very important. but I believe more can be done in these areas. I
certainly support the work done by Preston Thomas and others.
The local media have been extremely helpful throughout the course of the year. The
Kalgoorlie Miner published its centenary edition only a week ago. It is a very interesting
edition which includes a page for each year of the town's history. The staff of the Kalgoorlie
Miner have been interested in the centenary celebrations and have encouraged the local
people to take part in the celebrations.
The manager of 6KG, Graham Harvey, and his staff have been very helpful, as have
Charmaine Anderson and John Bowler from the ABC. The ABC staff at Kalgoorlie have
been very successful, both Statewide and nationally, in including the ABC in local events.
Last Sunday Ian McNamara broadcast his Sunday radio progrwan from the city of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder.
The big moment for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club is still to arrive. I am sure that
members who have an interest in racing, as I do, will be inclined this year to attend the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder racing carnival. It will be unbelievably bigger and better than previous
years. The chairman of the club, Brian Pascoe. together with people like Geoff Brabazon
who has been with the club for a long time, have ensured that this year will be a very
important year for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Racing Club. Itris without doubt the most
successful racing club in the State and I am pleased to be its patron.
Ron Manners, who has been involved in the mining industry for many years1 recognises the
historical value of the centenary of Kalgoorlie-Boulder. He has supported the publication of
a couple of books about the centenary and one of them is a story about his father.
Ray Finlayson, who was the Mayor of the Town of Kalgoorlie and the Chairman of
Kalgoorlie College, has offered outstanding support. From day one he has been part of
celebrations. He is doing an excellent job through the Kalgoorlie College and with Dick
Lamb at the entertainment centre.
In the next couple of months the world two-up championships will be held at Kalgoorlie and
will be sponsored by Qantas. Nick Turich and Dave Sheehan have ensured that bush two-up
will be part of the world championships. Other people on the organising committee include
Neil Gill, one of my cousins, and Dave Sheehan junior, and they will ensure that the
championship is a unique event. I am certain that with the help of Qantas and other
organisations it will receive worldwide publicity. The winner of the championship will
receive a trip for two to Las Vegas and $10 000 spending money. The member for Helena,
the former Minister for Police, may be tempted to make a comeback to two-up. Some years
ago after the annual racing carnival he and 1, with three others, went to the two-up. We each
put in $20 and the member for Helena took the pennies and threw 14 pairs straight. We had
plenty of money at the end, but his endeavours certainly came close to a record for
consecutive pairs.
People like David and Jan Horsley and their son Geoff who operate Goldfields Air Services
have been extremely supportive in a financial sense and have made their services available to
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people visiting the town during the centenary celebrations. David Horsley is one of the
district governors of Rotary and he played a critical role in the major Rotary gathering which
took place in the city only a couple of months ago.
Western Mining Corporation, my "friends", have been supportive and people at a local level
like Bob Crew, Bill Anderson and Alan King at Kambalda have been very much a part of
deciding that Western Mining will back the centenary celebrations to the hilt, Western
Mining has decided to hold its sixtieth annual general meeting in the city of Kalgoorlie-
Boulder in October this year.
The Commonwealth Bank, the R & I Bank, the ANZ Bank and Westpac have been part of
the celebrations. Wesipac has decided to contribute to the building of an old fashioned bank
at the regional museum. It will be opened in the near future.
The Golden West Network, through its owner, Kerry Stokes, Bill Rayner, the chief executive
officer, and Vic Evan have been extremely supportive and have given the necessary
television publicity to this event throughout the year. I would suggest that the network has
provided in excess of $70 000 in advertising at no cost to the centenary committee.
I have already mentioned Esther Roadnight's contribution. She has been involved through
not only the council, but also the local Kalgoorlie-Boulder Community Fair Society which
was responsible for the local fair held in March this year.
The State Government Insurance Office was stanted in Kalgoorlie many years ago and it sees
irself very much as a part of the community.
I will quickly mention a very good friend of mine, John Callaghan, who is a singer and
writer. He went to the trouble of composing the centenary song, but I am not going to sing it
to members.
Mr Lewis: Is he related to B. Murphy?
Mr TAYLOR: His name is John Callaghan. I am sure that if the member for Kirmberley
were giving this speech we would hear a tune. However, it is important that I read some of
the words of this song -

There's an eerie sense of silence
You can hear it if you try
Of an age that's long forgotten
Of a city and its pride.
The surrounds are steeped in history
Of feats we'll never know
Of' pioneers and their families
As they came in search of gold.
The horses and the camel trains
The bullocks and the drays
Men pushin' steel barows
Over miles of rough terrain.
One thing they had in common
Never dreaming of their fate
That one day in the future
The goldfields would take their place.

The most important part of the song is the chorus, which goes -

Let's look to the past with pride
100 years have gone
Let's reach out for the future
As we take it in our stride
Let the spirit of our forefathers
Be with us today
As we all get behind this town
Kalgoorlie-Boulder is here to stay

That encapsulates the feeling by the Kalgoorlie-Boulder community about the centenary.
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Many other events to celebrate the centenary are yet to take place, and ali of those involve a
great many people who have been prepared to put their shoulders to the wheel to ensure the
celebrations are a success. I am very pleased that even the Liberal Party has been prepared to
be part of the centenary celebrations. The Labor Party has played a very important role in
the celebrations. We again held our Labour Day sports and had a Labour Day march.
Labour Day has been celebrated in Kalgoorlie for some years now. The Labor Party, in its
almost 100 years, has been very much part of the history of that community, probably for the
past 90 years. In many ways die goldfields were part of that community. I amn proud to be
part of it as it is very important, and [ congratulate those involved for the way they have
helped celebrate that event.

Amendment to Motion
Mr TAYLOR: I move -

That die following words be added to the motion -

and we wish to convey to Your Excellency our continued support for a
privately built, owned and operated 600 MW coal flied power station at
Collie.

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [3.32 pin]: The amendment moved by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition allows us to cover two topics. Firstly, we need to reconfirn to this
Parliament the support that each of the three major political parties gave during the last
election campaign and over the past couple of years to the Collie coal fired power station
development. Secondly, the amendment gives us a chance to reflect upon the actions taken
and attitudes adopted by the Minister for Energy since the election and how they have
impacted upon this very important development for our State and upon energy planning in
Western Australia.
We have seen an extraordinary performance from the Minister since the general election on 6
February. He has been busy preening himself in front of the political mirror and has created
a state of complete uncertainty in respect of energy policy in Western Australia. I remind
this House of what the previous Government left for the incoming Government in respect of
the Collie project. This Government inherited two things: A power purchase agreement
which had been agreed upon between the State Energy Commission of Western Australia
and Asea Brown Boveri, the private developers of this project, and which we, in Government
at the time, saw absolutely no meason for rejecting.
Dr Turnbull interjected.
Mr Pendal: You are a good historian but were a terrible Minister for Fuel and Energy.
Dr Turnbull interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I remind the member for Collie that persistent
interjections are disorderly.
Dr GALLOP: The previous Government was proceeding to finalise the arrangements for the
State agreement which we would have brought into the Parliament this year for ratification.
Also, the developers set up their office in Pet to bring fruition the final details of the
project. So we handed to the coalition Government a ready made project, which for two to
three years before the election it had supported. We said, "Herm it is. Here is the power
purchase agreement and here are the details of the State agreement. You can bring about the
finalisation of this project which you have been supporting for two or three years."
I will summarise the reasons why the project we handed this Government was so good for
the State. Firstly, it was part of a process of change in our coal industry that was leading to
vast improvements in productivity on the basis of agreement and consensus. Secondly, it
was a power purchase agreement that provided secure and cheap power to SECWA over a 30
year period. Remember also that we told the people of this State what the tariffs for that
power would be. Thirdly, as a result of what we had done in the build-up to this
development it was possible for SECWA to start cutting electricity tariffs sooner rather than
later, and in the last 12 months significant reductions were made in tariff's for industrial and
commercial customers. Fourth ly, we gave security to the people of Collie so that they could
plan their future and engage in microeconomic reform with certainty.
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Dr Turnbull interjected.
Dr GALLOP: The member for Collie should hold on a minute - we are supporting the
National Party's bid and we want its members to support us.
Dr Turnbull: You did not give the people of Collie any security.
Dr GALLOP: They were given the chance to participate in reform with the certainty and
security that they had a future.
Fifthly, a new benchmark would have been created right in the heart of our electricity system
with a privately owned and operated station.
Mr Lewis: You didn't stitch it together.
Dr GALLOP: We did. Sixthly, we saw a very good arrangement for the distribution of risks
which would establish a proper framework for private investment in infrastructure
throughout Australia. Seventhly, we devised the possibility of a scheme which would create
much investment in jobs, not only in the south west but also elsewhere in the State. Eighthly,
we developed a strategy through our proposed changes in the pipeline that would not have
excluded gas from future developments; it was not an anti-gas strategy. Ninthly, we created
a situation where the credibility of the State was bound up with international developers and
financiers - their interest became our interest.
They were the strengths of this project. Now I remind the House of the position taken before
the election by the National Party and the Liberal Party. The National Party has been very
consistent; it always supported us, when we were in Government, in our attempts to take the
project forward. In fact, the National Party supported the project at almost any price, and
when SECWA was negotiating to ensure chat the price and conditions of the project'Were
satisfactory from its point of view the National Party said it would take anything so long as a
coal fired power station was achieved in Collie.
But what was the attitude of the Liberal Party? I have examined every statement made by
the Liberal Party on this issue in the past three years and wish to table for the remainder of
this sitting a document entitled 'The Liberals and Collie. 1990 to 1993".
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]
Dr GALLOP: The document shows in no uncertain terms that for the past three years the
Liberal Party has supported the concept of a privately built, owned and operated power
station; supported 600 MW; and supported Asna Brown Boveri Pty Ltd as the preferred
bidder for the project. All the Liberal Party said, in cooperation with its coalition colleagues
before the election, was that it would look at the fine details of the project, make sure that
what SEC WA and the Government had been saying about the project accorded with the facts
and after two or three weeks make a decision. it was 99 per cent certain, said the then
Leader of the Opposition, that the project would go ahead. The present Minister for Energy,
when asked on Bunbury radio on 28 January whether he wished to reopen debate about
power generation in this State, said without hesitation that he did not want any further delays;
there would be no further inquiry; there would be no further assessment of coal or whatever
else. His leader said only days before the election, when the international banks and ABB
were reflecting upon what a possible change of Government might mean, that because
SECWA currently had very fine margins in its generating capacity the supply and demand
situation was very fine and the way it had looked at the planning it could easily absorb the
600 MW coal fired power station. He also said that we were nervous nellies in Government
and that the then Opposition wanted to get ofl with the project.
It was clear that the National Party was 100 per cent behind the project, as was the Liberal
Party. I urge all new members of the Liberal Party in this place to read my document which
indicates clearly the attitudes at the time. After the election we saw an act of utter betrayal
by the Minister for Energy. The process of betrayal had two parts. The Minister took upon
himself to undermine the project. The first step, without any reference to his Cabinet
colleagues who had made an election commitment to the project, was to ask Mr Carnegie to
review the project. That may seem strange but he knew what the review would say. The
review would say that the project should be delayed. He asked to be told something that he
already knew. Note also that he did not just ask for a general commercial review of the deal.
He said to look at the development in the light of the goldfields' gas pipeline and the
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Compact Steel project. So much for not reopening the gas versus coal debate. Within weeks
of the election the Minister had betrayed the trust given to him and his coalition Government.
So much for the Government's promise that the debate would not be reopened. The Minister
wanted ABB to run away at that point. That was the strategy. He stirred up the situation to
undermine the project in the hope that ABB would go running. It did not because it had a
mandate with SECWA on the project.
T'he second part of the process to undermine the Collie project was to put pressure on
SECWA's Board and management to change its advice to the Government. The Minister
went to the board and said that he did not want the advice that was given to him; he did not
want an independent statutory authority advising him on energy policy. He said that he
wanted to be told what he wanted to hear that is, as to size and timing he did not support the
project. The Minister took that attitude without a policy basis in the election campaign,
without a Cabinet decision - all off his own bat. What price then corporatisation under this
Minister? What price the independence of SECWA? What price the value of the advice
SEC WA gives him as a Minister? What price Cabinet and coalition Government under this
Minister? More to the point, there was a complete betrayal of trust involved in the Minister's
actions.
First, Asea Brown Boveri had every reason to think, and indeed the syndicate of banks had
every reason to think, that the new Government would support the project. flat is what they
were told before the election, as were the people of Collie. When I was the Minister for
Energy every opportunity was given to members of the then Opposition to receive a briefing
on the project. No facts or information was withheld. If those members had held a position
which was different they could have announced it before the election because I ensured that
they received the facts. Asea Brown Boveri and the banks were betrayed by the coalition
parties. Second, the people of Collie, the coalmining companies, and all the people of the
south west had every reason to believe those members would support the project, but they
were betrayed. The Minister for Energy has given new meaning and substance to the two
concepts - "broken promises" and "sovereign risk". In all areas, the present Minister decided
without going to Cabinet about a project that the coalition parties had supported during the
election campaign. However, after the election Cabinet was not given a chance to consider
the matter. What a betrayal of the trust of the people of the south west and Collie. They
have not had a chance to consider the project. What a way to run a Government.
Now we see a new proposal - the great political fudge. T7his is the way the Government
devises its energy policy: The Minister goes to the National Parry and says that he will give
it nothing; the National Party asks for 600 NM and the Minister says we will go halves. This
is the great political fudge. This is the so-called publicly funded 300 MW power station
which will be sold to the private sector immediately after its completion. Members should
think of the brilliant logic in the proposal: SECWA funds the project through a mixture of
profits and new borrowings. So much for the debt reduction strategy of SECWA; so much
for the tariff reduction strategy; so much for the State's important objective of managing debt
and ensuring the State's borrowing requirements do not go further than is needed. No
wonder the Minister will not guarantee to the people of the State that electricity tariffs will
not rise. He knows he cannot, because the path he follows will make it impossible. After he
has publicly funded the power station and built it, the Minister will sell it to the private
sector. The private sector that buys the power station will find it will need to borrow money.
The tariff charged for the electricity will need to provide it with a return to its investors and
enough to pay interest on the borrowings. We will be pursuing that proposal with great
vigour and asking questions of the Government to ensure the people of this State are
protected.
Several members interjecred.
Dr GALLOP: We did not dither on Collie. We always made decisions. This Government
has not had die ability to make a decision on this project since. 6 February. Our Government
made a decision on the project in 1991 after assessing the evidence for four weeks. When
SEC WA advised us that the Mitsubishi Transfield Collie Power Station Joint Venture
company was no longer capable of producing the deal we wanted, we rook another two or
three weeks to make a decision. When Asea Brown Boveri did not deliver on the price, it
took us another two or thre weeks to make a decision. This Government has had since
6 February and still has not made a decision. There is uncertainty among the coal
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companies, in Collie, in the south west and in the international banking community, so much
so that when the Premier went to Japan recently some of the Japanese investors in this
projec had to lecture him on sovereign risk and what this Government was doing to
undermine the reputation of this State.
Two lessons are to be learnit from what has happened since 6 February. Firstly, this Minister
has broken his promise to Collie, which no rewriting of history can avoid. There can be no
myth making from this Minister about the so-called process under the former Government
that can extract him from the logic of the conclusion that he has broken a promise. Secondly,
energy policy in this State is in a very sorry state. There is uncertainty about where this
Government will take energy policy.
One group of people has a chance to see to it chat the Government extracts itself from the
position it has put itself in, a position chat it has been put in through the pure arrogance of the
Minister, preening himself constantly in the media but not getting down to the nitty-gritty of
economic policy: The National Party, part of the coalition. The people it represents will be
very keen to see how the National Party votes on this amendment which supports a privately
built, privately owned and operated 600 MW coal fired power station at Collie.
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]
MR DL. SMITH (Mitchell) [3.52 pm]: I have now been a member of this House for 10
years. I expect to be here for at least another eight. At no stage in the 10 years so far has
there been before this House - and I expect at no time in the next eight will there be - a more
important motion for the south west. A new privately operated, privately built power station
is absolutely critical to the future of the south west.
When we consider the south west we often mistake where its basic wealth comes from. Its
basic wealth no longer comes from its agriculture, forestry or tourism. They were the
historic sources of our wealth and our stability. They are still important elements of our
economy, but they are certainly not the essential part. The essential part of the economy in
the south west region is based on minerals production, minerals processing and power
production. One major town, Collie, is almost entirely dependent these days on coal mining
and power production.
One of the great fears for Collie is that, if there is no ongoing involvement and program for
investment in coal fired power stations, there will be no renewed contracts for the supply of
its coal. The people of Collie are also concerned that, if an increasing proportion goes to gas,
their involvement in the power production industry will diminish. When we speak of Collie
we should understand this: Those industries are important not only to Collie but also to
Bunbury and other surrounding towns. Our baskc fabrication and maintenance workshops
and a whole host of our support industries are concentrated and rely on their involvement in
coal and power production and in the repair and maintenance of the infrastructure which is
required for both. Any loss to Collie in its coal or power production is an enormous loss to
the south west.
But let us not believe the suggestion that somehow or other, because it is so critically
important to the south west, decisions were being made about it on the basis of political
opportunism. That was never the basis of the decision making process in relation to this
project. If it had been, action would certainly have been taken much sooner and construction
would have been under way long before the last election. If it had been, perhaps instead of
having one member in the south west region in this Assembly the Labor Party might have
four or five from the south west. The reason chat political opportunism and political reasons
have never been the basis of this decision making is that there is another important element
of this equation for the south west: We can reduce the cost of power, not just in the future,
but immediately, and by that means induce more downstream processing of t metal
products we already produce. These equations are not simple equations. We do not come to
them on the basis of whether gas or coal will be used.
The question is this: If the objective is to reduce the price of electricity and to sustain Collie,
how do we best achieve that? We achieve that by recognising two of the reasons that
electricity prices in this State were high. One was the existing contracts for the supply of
coal and one related to some of the work practices. both in the coal industry and in the power
production industry. We went to the unions and to the companies and we said, "This project
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is critically important to everyone. We warnt to see it succeed, but we can only proceed with
it if it delivers reduced power casts and enables us to get into downstream production in die
future." We told them that, on the sums that were available to us then, that could not be
achieved and that it would require the companies to look at their contracts and to reduce the
existing price of coal under their existing supply contracts. We went to the unions and said
that, in order to help die companies achieve that, the unions would have to agree to a number
of work practice changes, the introduction of new technologies and a change in the balance
between underground and open-cut mining which would be to their sevene disadvantage, If
the unions were willing to do it, it would create savings and would enable us to proceed with
the project. As a lawyer I can tell members that there is a doctrine known as equitable
estoppel; that is, if people ame persuaded to disadvantage themselves on the basis of some
promise, and the action which is of disadvantage to them is carried out, in law, people are
obliged to honour that contract. They cannot rely on any technical mailer to avoid it. In this
case the coal companies, the coal miners, the power workers and the people of Collie have
made the sacrifice.
Mr C.J. Banett interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ainsworth): Order!
Mr D. SMITH: What is more, both political parties on the opposite side at all times said
they endorsed what die workers, the companies and the people of Collie were doing and that
they supported the project. They indicated that the people of Collie and other areas of the
south west should be comfortable in the knowledge that they would proceed with the
contract, provided it satisfied environmental requirements and financial considerations
regarding the price of power. Members on this side of the House know that the Government
simply said those things for the sake of persuading people to vote for them. However, on
being elected they disregarded all their electoral promises.
Mr Penda]: Don't talk such tommy rot.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I think about 230 election promises have been broken by members
opposite.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr D.L. SMIT H: As the member for Victoria Park said, the Minister for Energy, who
parades himself as an economic guru who understands industry and infr-astructure -

Mr Lewis interjected.
Mr D.L SMITH: The Minister should listen. Since the day of the election, the Minister has
set out solely to support the gas lobbyists rather than promote coal and to erode the Collie
project. As the member for Victoria Park said, the Minister has done that through talking to
the media, to industry groups and to everybody, but he did not take his concerns to Cabinet.
Mr Nicholls: How do you know that?
Mr D.L. SMITH: We have very good sources. Perhaps the Minister might tell us.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I will tell you when I get up to speak.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr D.L. SMITH: As the member for Victoria Park said, the Minister's solution is the old
farmer across the fence solution requiring no economic analysis or consideration of its
viability. The Minister floated the idea that a 300 MW station would be the answer, on the
basis that there is insufficient demand for a 600 MW station. Where is dhe public analysis of
the cost of a 300 MW station and die price of power it will produce? Where is the reaction to
that proposal from the coal companies? At what price will the coal companies deliver the
coal to that plant? How will it be financed? What will be the impact on the State debt?
What will be the effect on our borrowing capacity and our credit ratings among the various
agencies? How will it affect our legal liabilities to Asea Brown Boveri and our reputation
with bankers and others?
Mr C.J. Barnett: The member for Mitchell is on the ball. He is asking the right questions. I
lfO$14
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wish he had had the commonsense when in Government to ask the same questions. Those
are exactly the points under analysis which will be presented to Cabinet and which will be
made public.
Mr D.L SMITH: That is bull! The Minister has not approached the coal companies. The
member for Collie knows only too well that the capacity to deliver coal at the previously
discussed price depends upon the development of a new open cut coalmine. Everyone
knows that the companies cannot commit to the infrastructure and initial costs involved in
developing that new mine based on the demand for coal by a 300 MW station. We know that
it certainly cannot be done and still deliver coal at the price proposed under the previous
arrangement. It must be absolutely clear that this is not merely a power station project. If
the 600 MW power station proceeds, a new open cut coalmine will be built in Collie capable
of delivering coal to not only SECWA, but also other customers in Western Australia a:
internationally competitive prices. If that does not happen the Stare will be stuck with the
current arrangements. Asea Brown Boveri Pry Ltd may sue the Government over
commitments madfe to it in the past which have altered its financial position. We do not
know what will be its reaction or how successful will be its case in court. However, we do
know that this State will be the laughing stock of the international community for these
reasons: First, the Labor Government assessed the viability of coal against gas and decided
to use coal. It then sought notice of willingness to participate following which it chose the
Mitsubishi Transfield Collie Power Station Joint Venture company on the basis of that
company's price. It will take too long to go through the whole process.
Dr Turnbull: It will take too long, because you took a long time and never completed the
process.
Mr D.L. SMITH: When private enterprise could not meet the term of the offer it made, the
Government decided to withdraw the mandate from Mitsubishi Transfield and give it to
ABB. That action was on the advice of the State Energy Commission of Western Australia
and on the basis of the best advice the Government could receive from private and public
areas in Western Australia. Asea Brown Boveri was given a mandate; it then approached the
international bankers for finance and everything else. The Opposition parties of the day said
that they supported the project and that, without question, it would proceed. I am not talking
about raising $2m or $3m for a project; it involves a total financial package to raise almost
$2b to cover both the construction and other phases of the development. It is not easy for
anyone to raise $2b on the international money marker.
However, suddenly an election is held in this State and the so called Minister for Energy
starts his Machiavellian pursuit of knocking it off. He knows that if this project does not
proceed, whenever the Stare tries to raise money for a project in the future for either public or
private projects, people on the international money market will say, "Do nor bother."
Mitsubishi Transfield spent $20m and ABB spent $30m on what they thought was a serious
tender process based on a serious Government decision and a serious commitment by the
Opposition. However, immediately following an election, this devious conservative mob
which does not believe in anything tore up the agreement and told the National Party it had a
political problem: "The poor old member for Collie's future depends on this, we know that",
says the Minister for Energy. "I am a gas man and you will not get 600 MW; I ant more
interested in gas lines and that is the area in which I want to spend most of my time working.
I am not familiar with the south west in any way. However, I recognise the problem facing
the member for Collie; therefore, we will just work on a 300 MW station and talk about the
possibility of providing another 300 MW station some time down the track." T'he people of
Collie will say that 300 MW is better than nothing and we will somehow or other stumble
our their way through it."
The Governmnent has no economic analysis, no energy policy, and no long term plan, just a
shoddy political solution. [ remind the members for Bunbury, Wellington and Vasse to read
the submission of the Collie Power Station Task Force. It states that the Collie power station
will deliver to this Stare a major project providing over $500m of work to Western
Australian business. It also states that it will provide competitive energy prices by reducing
the real cost of electricity by 25 per cent by the year 2000. It will immediately boost
confidence in the economy of this Stare and particularly in the south west.
More importantly, it will demonstrate to the wider economic community that this
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Government has some confidence in an economic future for us all, that it actually believes
there will be a growth in energy demands, and that we are going through a recession and
energy equations cannot be done on current demand. That confidence will imbue everybody
else so chat they will say, 'The Government can see we need all of this electricity; we will do
the work, we will employ the 4 000 people who work on the project and we will secure
Collie's future and the future of the south west in die process." Confidence will be restored
in such a way that there will be a huge lift in our economy and people will begin using
electricity again, which will validate the building of the power station.
The Liberal Green Paper released in 1990 said -

...she south of Western Australia WILL BE SHORT OP POWER BY 1995 unless
the next base load gas and coal fired power stations are guaranteed to be on line prior
to 1995.

We are now talking about a 600 MW station to begin production in 1998. The Minister for
Resources Development and Energy is so lacking in confidence about the future of Western
Australia that he is not prepared to tell us whether demand will exist in 1998. 1 am sorry that
we are debating an amendment and I have only 20 minutes. I would really like to devote an
hour or two to this subject because it is the most important subject considered by the
Government for the south west in my 10 years in Parliament and I expect it will be the most
important for the next eight years. The members for Bunbury, Wellington and Vasse should
recognise that if they vote against the amendment they will be saying no to all of those small
businesses in Bunbury that are desperately waiting for an announcement that this project is
about to commence.
MR GRILL (Eyre) [4.14 pm]: Thank you. Mr Acting Speaker.
Mr C.J. Barnett: This is a surprising subject for you to be speaking on. You only lost $3.5m
over the last few weeks. I am really surprised that you would get up on this subject.
Mr GRILL: We have had enough of the fairytales; let us get down to facts. The member for
Cottesloe is obviously feeling a bit defensive this afternoon.
I support the amendment to the motion moved so ably by the member for Collie - I am sorry,
I mean the member for Kalgoorlie.
Mr Omodei: Where is your offsider, the member for Peel?
Mr GRILL: He will be here shortly. The motion has been well supported by the members
for Victoria Park and Mitchell.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You could not stop laughing last year when we debated the Collie power
station. You were sitting behind the member for Victoria Park and you could not keep the
smile off your face. You can't now. I will give you credit, though. Had you been the
Minister, the decision would have been made.
Mr GRILL: Maybe I was laughing at the member for Cottesloe, as I am now. The deft band
of the present Government has neatly thrown this question of future power generation in
Western Australia into absolute chaos. No-one knows, especially members of the National
Party, what is the future of power generation in Western Australia. No-one knows what the
future power generation picture will look like. Broken promises in respect of this matter
have become clear. However, what is not clear is the course that will be adopted in the
future by the present Government.
We have several options for this development. The first and most desirable option is to
proceed with the 600 MW coal fired power station which has been endorsed already by the
previous Government. The second and least desirable option is to proceed with a 300 MW
coal fired power station. A third option might be to add to the grid by way of a gas fired
capacity. We are yet to be informed what form that might take and how much it will cost the
public purse. All of the options except the one endorsed by the outgoing Labor Government,
including whether it is coal or gas, whether it is 600 or 300 MW or something else, will be
built as part of Government debt.
Mr Cowan: Like all those WA Inc deals.
Mr GRILL: Let us not delve into the past; let us talk about the future. It is a future in which
the member opposite is very much involved and it is a future over which he has some power
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to make a decision. However, at present it does not seem that the member is prepared to
exercise his duty or responsibility to make that decision.
I will make some predictions about this matter based on its history. When this Government
emerges from the quagmire into which it has sunk over the last live months, I predict we will
be faced with higher power prices in Western Australia, not lower prices. Let us have a look
at the legacies coalition Governments have left us in the past. The first to which I wish to
refer is the gas legacy. When the conservative Government went out of power in 1983, this
State had the highest gas prices in Australia- They had to be renegotiated by the Burke State
Government, the Hawke Federal Government, by Woodside and by the State Energy
Comm ission. The negotiations were aptly titled "Sharing the pain" an epithet placed on them
by Gareth Evans who was the Minister for resource development at the Federal level. Also
involved in those negotiations were David Parker, who was Minister for Minerals and
Energy in this State, Woodside Offshore Petroleum Pty Ltd, and, as I said, SECWA. The
contract that was negotiated by the outgoing conservative Government had the capacity to
send this State broke. There is no doubt that had it not been renegotiated in 1985 by David
Parker and Gareth Evans it would have sent this Stare broke. It is well documented. The
member for Cottesloe understands that. That is why he is keeping so quiet on this issue.
That legacy which was left to us when we came into power in 1983 was brought about
because that State Government -

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.
Mr GRILL: I am not against that pipeline. I am not against the North West Shelf project. I
am against the way in which the negotiation of the price for that gas and the preliminary
negotiation with respect to the pipeline were conducted They were conducted in the
hothouse atmosphere of a Federal election, in which the Fraser Liberal Government was
fighting for its life. It was presenting to the public as bait for re-election a new multibillion
dollar project for the North West Shelf. The State Government was not ready to proceed
with negotiations on price when that election came along. It was forced to negotiate by the
Federal Liberal Government. It negotiated in circumstances in which it had one hand tied
behind its back, where it completed a transaction and negotiated a price which was a
detriment and not something about which this State could be proud. The Government
negotiated in a situation in which it did not lock Alcoa of Australia Ltd into the project
before contracting a final price with Woodside Offshore Petroleum Pty Ltd. That was the
legacy on gas prices with which the Burke Government was left when it came to power in
1983.
What was the situation with regard to coal prices? I venture to say that the situation was not
particularly different. Whereas we had the highest gas prices in Australia - a legacy of the
outgoing coalition Government - we also had the highest coal prices in Australia. That was a
legacy of inept negotiation by the outgoing coalition Government. It was inept in the sense
that it never had any ability to negotiate with the coal unions of Collie, and always had an
abiding suspicion of those unions and Collie people in general. It was never prepared to
embrace a coal fired power station because of that suspicion of the unions and Collie people
generally. As a result, the then Government turned its back on the generation of power in
this State by coal and turned towards fuel oil. When the two oil price shocks of the 1970s
came along the then coalition Government found itself in an embarrassing situation and, at
great cost to this State - $60mn with respect to the Kwinana power station - it had to convert
that power station back to coal. Later it had to reconvert to gas at a cost of $60m at the time,
which equates to hundreds of millions of dollars in today's terms.
T'he present coalition Government shows every propensity to go down exactly the same route
that the coalition Government of 1982 went down. Whereas the outgoing Government prior
to 1983 committed us to fuel oil and had to convert the system, this Government is now well
on the track of committing us to gas. I predict that if it carries on down that path, it will need
to reconvert its power station because there is no guarantee that the price of gas in future will
be within manageable bounds. Many of us in this Chamber receive a quarterly magazine
from the Agent General's office in London. The latest edition indicates that gas use in
Europe is going up exponentially and that in two or three years' time there will be a gas
supply problem in Europe. The gap between use and supply will be in the nature of 60
billion cubic feet per annum. Gas has always been a premium fuel and it is not very many
years ago that the green movement said that gas should not be used in power stations. Many
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oilier people, including me, embraced that idea at the time and I continue to do so. It is a
waste to use a premium fuel such as gas for the generation of power, especially in Western
Australia which has massive reserves of coal which cannot be used for any other reasonable
purpose. I predict that the price of gas will increase and we all know that the international
price of gas is one of the determining factors with regard to the domestic price of gas in this
State.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: It probably will not be by the end of the year.
Mr GRILL: Is the Minister making an heroic prediction?
Mr C.J. Barnett: I am optimistic that we will deregulate the gas market.
Mr GRILL: Even if the Government changed the regulatory basis, it would not release the
domestic price from international forces.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Why?
Mr GRILL: Because much of die gas will be exported and if theme is a higher premium price
for gas on the international market, the companies will want to export and will press the gas
price up to meet the international price. That is commonsense and is the law of the market.
It certainly appears in very many respects that this Government is going down the road of the
previous coalition Government. History in many respects is repeating itself. Let us look at
the price of power, even in the unlikely event that gas prices do not go up. I suggest that it is
inevitable that die cost of power in this State will increase in any event if we proceed down
the road which so far has been outlined by the coalition Government. It has already been
ably pointed out by the member for Mitchell that a 300 MW coal fired power station cannot
have the economies of scale, the efficiencies of construction, and the efficiencies in capital
raising that a 600 MW coal fired power station has.
Mr C.J. Barnett: That is true.
Mr GRILL: The inevitable conclusion one must draw from that, given the fact that the
Minister concedes those points, is that a 600 MW station must of necessity give those
economies of scale and produce cheaper pdwer than a 300 MW station.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Other things being equal.
Mr GRILL: Let us look at the price of coal in this State. I have already indicated that the
Burke Government inherited a parlous situation in relation to coal costs when it came to
power in 1983. Once again, in the case of gas the Burke Government and later the Dowding
and Lawrence Governments - particularljtbe Lawrence Government - had to renegotiate the
price. They renegotiated the price downwards. I know a small amount about that because I
was engaged in the renegotiation. The price on avenage decreased from $47 per tonne to $40
per tonne. However, with the potential of the advent of a coal fired power station of 600
MW in Collie, the projected new price for coal from Collie for such a station was $30 per
tonne plus royalties. They are prices we have never seen in relative terms in Western
Australia, and they were brought about by the negotiations of the Labor Government in the
same way that it brought about a far better gas price when die contract for gas on the North
West Shelf was renegotiated in 1985. There is no secret about the cost, or probable cost, of
power in the event that that 600 MW station would go ahead. At the top end we have the
SECWA estimate that the cost would be 4.81; per kilowatt hour. Asea Brown Boveri Pty
Ltd maintained that the cost would be lower, closer to 4g per kilowatt hour. Of course, that
assessment depends upon how one sees the economy performing over the next few years and
at what rate we see that new plant utilised.
Mr C.J. Barnett: And, most importantly, upon what is the relationship between energy
demand from the public system and the growth of the economy. That is one of the
parameters that people never look at carefully.
Mr GRILL: I have mentioned both of those factors, and the Minister for Energy has
mentioned the relationship.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I am saying that strong economic growth is not necessarily matched by
equivalent growth in electricity demand from the public sector.
Mr GRILL: We know what it would cost. When I was Minister for Economic Development,
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I became particularly concerned about the price of power in Western Australia. It is no: a
great problem while we are a resource development and primary industry State, but it does
become a problem once we seek to move into downstream processing, value adding and
manufacturing. If we are looking at some sort of future for our children, I do not think
anyone can say, despite my grave reverence for chose two industries, that our children will be
able to find jobs in those industries. Those industries have become capital intensive over the
years and the number of jobs they produce is declining while the number of' tonnes of
commodity they produce is increasing. Three factors affect chat scenario. The firs: is
technology, where more money is being invested for a greater return, with fewer jobs. The
second is the terms of trade, which have been going against us for about 30 years and where
commodity prices have been declining throughout that period. The third is the transfer of
wealth, because the wealth that comes from our mineral industry in Western Australia does
not return to the State but is transferred almost exclusively out of the State in the form of
taxes to the Federal Government, capital investment into the initial projects, and expatriation
of profits at a later date.
It was clear to me when I was Minister for Economic Development that Japanese and
European manufacturers were prepared to move to Western Australia but were not prepared
to move here while the cost of power was so high. After I resigned from the ministry I wrote
a paper entitled "The Crisis of Power Pricing and Value Adding Industry in Western
Australia", in which I advocated that we proceed with a coal fired power station to produce
big blocks of power which we could use in industry.
I conclude that this Government is saying that it has no confidence ini its ability to move into
value adding or into manufacturing, and it is not prepared to jack up the power generating
capacity of this State to rake account of large industries coming into this area. At best one
could say that its present policy is unclear. At best one could say that its present policy is
timid.
MR HILL (Helena) [4.33 pm]: I support the comments made by the speakers to the
amendment on this side of the House. [ draw the attention of the House to a slip up that my
colleague the member for Eyre made at the outset of his speech when he referred to the
amendment as being moved by the member for Collie. Of course, it could well have been
moved by the member for Collie and perhaps should have been moved by the member for
Collie.
Dr Turnbull: They did not give me any time!
Mr HILL: There has been ample opportunity for the member for Collie to move an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply or to speak on this subject during the course of the
debate during the last week, yet we have not heard anything from the member for Collie on
this issue, and I look forward to hearing her comments if she does speak on this subject.
I am a Collie boy. I was born and dragged up in Collie, and 1 lived through the time in the
early 1960s when a number of significant underground mines in Collie closed down and
Collie went through a difficult time in respect of the change in the social fabric and the
economic situation within the town. There was a tremendous level of uncertainty in Collie in
those days. I have sensed recently in Collie - and I still have many friends and relatives who
live in the town and throughout the district - a repeat of the feeling of the early 1960s. Collie
has gone through a fairly difficult time in the months since this Government has come into
office.
Mr Omodei: What about the last four years?
Mr HILL: There was some uncertainty in Collie then too, I accept that. The uncertainty was
whether we would go for coal or gas. Of course, we went through the proper process and
considered the economics of the situation and received the best advice from SECWA and
from independent sources, and SECWA received advice from independent, internationally
regarded consultants. That advice was in due course given to Cabinet and Cabinet arrived at
the conclusion that we would go for a coal tired power station based in Collie. Previous
speakers have outlined the process by which that decision was arrived at, but it was arrived at
after long and careful consideration of all the details and facts provided by SECWA and the
independent consultants at that time.
My friend and colleague the member for Victoria Park and I as Minister for Mines and
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Chairman of the Coal Industry Council went to Collie and met with the work force and the
unions in the coal fields and with the coal mining companies, and we discussed with them all
of die issues that they had to consider if this project were to get off the ground, and we had
every confidence that it would because we had every confidence that the work force in Collie
would deliver. I recall that the meeting was fairly difficult because the union representatives
at that meeting considered my colleague and me as almost selling out to interests outside of
the Labor movement. They felt that we were trying to change work practices that had been
in existence in Collie for a long time, and that as a Labor Party and Labor Government we
should support those work practices. Certain comments were made by members of the
unions at that meeting that indicated that they would be severely disadvantaged by the
changes that we were proposing.
I said previously that I was born and dragged up in Collie. My father worked in the mines
for a time, and I was well aware that the conditions gained by the coal mining unions in
Collie for the work force had been achieved -

Mr Nicholls: You do not appreciate your parents very much. Who dragged you up? What a
phrase to use!
Mr HILL: What is the member for Mandurah bleating about?
Mr Nicholls: What a phrase to use! You do not even appreciate the support you received
fronm your parents.
Mr HILL: This bloke is a bit of a joke at times. It is a Collie colloquialism.
Dr Tunibull: Hear, hear!
Mr HILL: As the member far Collie said, we are proud to come from Collie.
The issues that we had to deal with in discussions with the coal mining unions went to work
practice changes, and those work practices and privileges that had been earned by the
workers over a long time had been earned fairly easily because of the formerly very
comfortable cost-plus arrangement that was put in place by, I understand, a former Liberal
Government and was supported by, I might say, all sides of politics.
That had to come to an end. It was necessary for the Labor Government to put in place some
dramatic changes to the work force arrangement. This was a difficult exercise, but was
absolutely necessary to ensure that the Collie coal field would be competitive. Also, the
agreement was to deliver reductions of 25 per cent in energy costs by the year 2000. We
undertook that difficult exercise, which took rather longer than we had hoped; nevertheless,
it took place within the time frame set down by the Government. We aimed to have the
constrction of the power station occurring in the mid- 1990s, and the negotiations with the
unions and the company were within that time frame. Even the changing of the sole bidder
status was well within the outlined timetable. When we made a decision we stuck to it,
which gave certainty to the Collie work force and the mining company that we would
deliver.
Unfortunately, things changed when the new Government took office. The Minister for
Resources Development changed things unilacerally, and the first people learned about this
was through the media. This created insecurity in Collie with a rippling effect throughout the
south west. The business sector in Collie and the south west now lacks confidence in the
future.
I know of many workers who are friends and relatives who were contemplating purchasing a
home in Collie following the decision of the previous Government. They had sufficient
confidence to put down their roots in Collie and establish a future for their families. Other
people were contemplating moving from Bunbury and were examining an attractive local
real estate market. Many new homes were being built in Collie. On visiting Collie during
the election campaign it was clear the face of the landscape had been transformed,
particularly in the area in which I had lived, Wilson Park.
However, many of those people are now not prepared to move from Bunbury or other south
west towns to Collie, and Collie people are uncertain of purchasing houses in the town. Both
before and since the Minister assumed office, he has created uncertainty through his
statements. In an article in The West Australia of 24 November 1992 the Minister said that
the next investment in power generation, whether it is gas or coal, should be decided on
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price. We have no argument with that. However, die previous Government had been
through the exercise to determine the best price and the best deal for the power station. This
resulted in a short term reduction in the price of energy, and will lead to a long trn
reduction of 25 per cent by the year 2000 and projected further reductions extending into the
21st century. However, the Minister's statement introduced an element of doubt regarding
the actions of a future coalition Government. The coalition's policy on energy and a string
of statements have created uncertainty in the matter.
I refer now to a very good document titled "The Liberals at Collie, 1990 to 1993" which was
compiled by a very good source.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Who was that "very good source"?
Mr HILL: The document quotes the Minister, he can say whether it is correct.
During the course of the election campaign the Minister said, "The advice of departments
will be quickly reviewed - it will take only two or three weeks - by a hard-nosed expert from
the electricity industry." He claimed it would take two to three weeks!
Dr Gallop: The Minister has been ratted on!
Mr HILL: The people of Collie are entitled to rat on the Minister.
Several members inreijected.
Mr- HILL: It has taken at least four months and a decision has still not been made. The
Minister said during the election campaign, "We don't want any further delays; there will be
no further inquiry. There will be no further assessment of coal versus gas or whatever else."
Mr C.J. Barnett: There hasn't been.
Dr Gallop: What did you refer to Carnegie? What did you do that for?
Mr C.J. Barnett: I will explan it in my reply.
Mr HILL: I will be interested to hear the Minister's response to those questions.
Also, the current Premier was referred to in an article in The West Australian of 30 January
which read, ". . .declared boldly that the project was 99 per cent certai n to go ahead".
The people of Collie are entitled to feel that this Government has no credibility. Its position
has been a hoax to win votes. The latest version of this fluid energy policy stares that the
Government will - I have written "may" in my notes - construct a power station. This will
lead to an increased State debt, and this will place further question marks over Western
Australia's international credit rating. The Minister is prepared to put a question mark over
this State as well as the future of the Collie power station, and I will be interested to hear
members opposite speak on this issue.
If this amendment to the Address-in-Reply is rejected by this House, uncertainty will
continue in Collie. If the Government, and particularly the member for Collie, decide not to
support this amendment, yet another signal will be sent to Collie raising question marks
about the Government's position on this matter.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [4.49 pmj: It is interesting for you, Mr Acting Speaker
(Mr Johnson), to be hearing debate on the Collie coal fired base load power station on the
first occasion you occupy the Chair.
We are addressing this issue today for one reason, and one reason alone; namely, because
members opposite did not sign the contract with Asea Brown Boveri, or, for that matter, with
Mitsubishi Transfield. The four Opposition speakers are the most sanctimonious, posturing
and hypocritical politicians I have met. We are here playing politics because -
Dr Gallop: What else are we supposed to do in Parliament?
Dr TUJRNBULL: It is nice that the former Minister for Fuel and Energy has admitted that he
is playing politics. The tragedy is that if it were not for the posturing, pious, mewing
members opposite the 600 MW coal tired base load power station in Collie would have
commenced in July 1992. Western Australia needs cheap coal for the development of
industry and economic returns. The Opposition speakers presented many facts. The former
Minister for the South-West included in his speech many relevant points, but he was still
playing politics.
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Mr D.L. Smith: Don't play politics by saying that we am playing politics. Are you going to
support the amendment or are you not?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order!
Dr TUJRNBULL: Western Australia is in drastic need of cheap electricity. This Government
is committed to providing cheap electricity for our State. As a member of the
Liberal/National Party coalition I will make sure the correct decision is made. A 600 MW
coal fired base load power station is essential for Western Australia. It will provide 1 200
jobs during its construction phase and 5000 jobs in total when one extrapolates the
multiplier effect through Western Australia, An amount of $500m will be injected into the
economy of Western Australia.
Last night Perth had a brown-out. Two generators at Kwinana were off and one of the
generators in Muja had to be treated carefully because of a few leaks in the boiler system.
What would have happened if the gas pipeline compressors went off? Western Australia
cannot rely on a gas base load driven system. If one of the nine compressor stations breaks
down or is taken out of operation for maintenance we have to rely totally on the Muja power
station. This is an extraordinarily serious subject.
The people of Collie are very practical and realistic. They know there is only one reason we
are debating this motion today. They know why confidence is down and why no cars are
being sold in Collie - except one, to the member fbr Collie; I have to have a new car because
I must drive up and down between Perth and Collie on matters to do with this power station.
Dr Gallop: You must try to convince your Liberal colleagues, not us.
Dr TURNBULL: The previous Labor Government did not sign the agreement prior to the
election. The member for Victoria Park said in his introductory statement that the power
purchase agreement was ready and the State agreement Act was being drafted.
Dr Gallop: It had not been finalised.
Dr TURNBULL: The agreement was not signed because the former Premier did not allow
the former Minister for Energy to sign the agreement prior to the election. When the
member for Victoria Park visited Collie the Collie miners and other interested people
gathered on the Collie oval to listen to his speech. He presented us with the same 10 points
that he presented to this House today. At the end of his very nice speech he said, more or
less, that the former Government did not sign the agremen. The people of Collie just stood
there; they did not boo what the member for Victoria Park said.
Mr Bradshaw: They were struck dumb.
Dr TURNBULL: They were not even dumbstruck. They know the Labor Party should have
signed. The reason the power purchase agreement was not signed when it was ready and
when ABB had its bankers' meeting organised was that the former Premier of this State did
not let the former Minister for Fuel and Energy sign.
Dr Gallop: That is untrue.
Dr TURNBULL: The Labor Government wanted to keep its options open.
Mr D.L. Smith: What is your evidence?
Dr TURNBULL: My evidence is the Carnegie address to the Labor, Liberal and National
Parties.
Dr Gallop: What did the Minister for Resources Development do with Carnegie's advice?
Dr TURNBULLh: Who appointed Carnegie? The former Premier would not sign because
she wanted to keep her options open.
Dr Gallop: You are a disgrace to the people of Collie.
Dr TURNBULL: The people of Collie did not believe the former Government and they
voted for me; my increased majority proved that.
Mr D.L. Smith: They won't believe you any more.
Dr TURNBULL: It is not because they believe the Liberal Parry, the National Parry or the
Labor Party, it is because they believe I will do the best I can for them. The people of Collie
are practical and realistic.
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Dr Gallop: You had better be practical because you arm not going to get your coal fired
power station.
Dr TURNBULL- They know the former Government was not realistic in relation to
Mitsubishi TransfielL It is obvious from what has occurred since, that Westpac was not able
to finance the Mitsubishi Transfield package from about October 1991. However, what did
members opposite do? They let it drag on until March 1992, until Mitsubishi Transfield
dropped out. It is clear that politicians play politics, as many members have admitted.
During that four year period of delay there have been many changes to the economy of this
State. Western Australia's economy has changed, however, there is a chance for the
economy to recover. One of the ways in which that can occur is to provide cheap electricity.
The way to obtain cheap electricity is to have a 600 MW coal fired base load power station
with a two million tonne per year coalmine to supply it, and all the economics of scale that
go with that flat is my objective and what I amn fighting for. That is why today I will
support this amendment. I am not supporting the amendment because of all the politics
which have been played and not because this amendment is being made to the Address-in-
Reply to the Governor. Members can play politics but I shall not.
The economy of Western Australia needs cheap electricity, For its recovery it needs 300
MW by the year 1998 and another 300 MW following at an as yet undetermined time. As far
as I can see, Western Australia will most likely need the second 300 MW within two or three
years of 1998. Many other factors do come into play. It would be wise for t State to
ensure that it is open for negotiation on these dates. Many factors have changed since the
project was presented following the last election in the early 1 990s. It would be to the
benefit of this State if a proper assessment were made of the issue. The people of Collie
know that; they arn very realistic. One of the reasons I stand here as the member for Collie is
that they are capable of making up their own minds and they do not necessarily listen to the
promises of political parties at election time.
I am confident that reviews which are being carried out and the information which is being
collated by the State Energy Commission of Western Australia will result in an answer
similar to that I have described. That is the system for which [ will fight. We must get it
right for Western Australia. We must get it right for the south west and, in particular, for
Collie. We will get it right with the economies of scale that come with reducing the cost of
coal in Collie. From that, a flow on will occur which will then affect the price of all other
domestically used fuels in Western Australia. The price of gas will also be reduced. The
Government must make this decision, the people of Collie have prepared for it. They have
made changes in the workplace and industrial relations in the past four to five years, if not
more. They understand the true cold winds of competition. It is a pity that the Opposition -
these pious, sanctimonious politicians - moved this amendment because this is a serious
subject. That is why I am supporting the project. I am not supporting it because of the
politics that are being played in this House today. I thank members for the opportunity of
addressing the House and I sincerely expect tt once all the facts and figures have been
reviewed and all the assessments have been made it will become apparent that the right thing
to do is to have a 300 MW by two unit. 600 MW coal fixed base load power station in Collie.
I support the amendment.
MR CJ. BARNETT (Coctesloe - Minister for Energy) [5.05 pmt]: The Governor's speech
on 17 June stated -

The Government is already working hard to reduce the cost of energy and other
public services, and to improve industrial relations so that the private sector can
flourish and create employment for all.

I am quite prepared, as is the Government, to be judged on my performance in the energy
sector. A number of members opposite today made a foolhardy comment that energy prices
will increase. Members opposite should remember those words carefully and watch what
happens. The amendment states -

And we wish to convey to Your Excellency our continued suppont for a privately
built, owned and operated 600 MW coal-fired power station at Collie.

The member for Collie, as she has consistently and long stated, supports that option.
However, the Government, and I as a Minister, are looking at a range of options about which
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I will speak. They will go before Cabinet in a proper way and be decided upon in Cabinet.
As a Government we cannot support this amendment because it limits the choice of options
to ory one; the one the member for Collie prefers. She may well be right but I am putting to
Cabinet a range of options. The Government cannot support one option until the Cabinet has
considered the choices. The Government will not support the anmendmeent.
The member for Victoria Park took it upon himself to talk about delays and indecision. Let
us consider what occurred in April 1989 when the previous Government sought expressions
of interest for a coal fired power station at Collie. After four years it still had not made a
decision. It has been more than 1 500 days since the fanner Government sought expressions
of interest. I am happy to accept responsibility for the last 100 days, but not the 1 400 that
went before that. Let us look at a little of the history and of some of the things the decisive
decision maker from Victoria Park did along the way.
As part of the process of decision making, there was a period in 1991 where Mitsubishi
Transfield, the preferred bidder, had failed on three occasions to satisfy the mandate. After
that, apparently I had the "outrageous" view to say in this House that the mandate should be
terminated. It was obvious to everyone that Mitsubishi Transfield could not satisfy the
mandate. At the time the member for Victoria Park said in this House that the statement by
me was an act of wanton political vandalism. That occurred in October 1991. Time went by
until April 1992, six months later, when delay after delay and crisis after crisis occurred. In
an article in The West Australian the member for Victoria Park and the Minister for Fuel and
Energy said that we were in a decision zone. The member opposite was in a decision zone
for six months. It took him six months and crisis after crisis to get into what he calls a
decision zone. The member for Victoria Park was in a decision zone on 1!I April 1992 and
by 16 April it was stated in The Australian Financial Review that the Government's
announcement on 15 April was widely expected. The announcement was that the then
Government had terminated the mandate. H-e was in a decision zone for six months and still
could not make a decision.
Far more interesting is the fact that not only did the previous Government fail there, but it
also entered another decision zone. After Asea Brown Boveri Pry Ltd was given the
mandate, it also failed. Members will recall that late last year the State Energy Commission
of Western Australia took action to terminate AEB's mandate. It was history repeating itself.
The matter went before the previous Cabinet in October or November 1992. What was the
final decision made by the former Government on the Collie coal fired power station? The
Cabinet decision of 30 November 1992 stated that Cabinet endorsed the decision by the
SECWA Board to withdraw the notice of termination of ABB's mandate.
The previous Cabinet decided it could not terminate the mandate because of the forthcoming
election and then it made another decision to not that SECWA intended to proceed with
further negotiations subject to the modification of the basis upon which they should be
conducted. That Cabinet agreed that this course should be pursued.
The previous Government was noting, considering and pursuing. After four years the
member for Victoria Park could not make a decision. It is an absolute joke. Even after he
had been to Cabinet he could not make a decision.
Several members interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNEUT: Let us look at some of the issues.
Several members inteiJected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! Will the member for Victoria Park
remember that when [ call order [ expect him to come to order and not continue inteiJecting.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The coalition's policy said it supported a 600 MW coal fired power
station at Collie on the basis that it was commercially viable. I was very conscious that this
project had been under consideration for four years and a decision had not been made. I
made it very clear before, during and after the election that a coalition Government would
seek the services of an expert before it made a decision.
Mr Taylor: And take two or three weeks to sort it out.

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, that we would take two or three weeks to analyse it and make a
decision by June or July this year.
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Dr Gallop: You did not say that before the election.
Mr CiJ. BARNETIT: Yes I did;- I said it consistently. June or July is an appropriate tine to
make a decision. I have repeatedly said that the Government will take a recommendation to
Cabinet towards the end of June and will make a decision.
Dr Gallop: You make things up.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: The member for Victoria Park is pathetic. Let us have a reasonable
debate with the intellectual giants opposite and confront some of the issues. Are they willing
to do that? After four years the project failed. The previous Cabinet could not decide
whether to go ahead with the project and it simply shelved it during the election campaign.
Mr Ripper: Read out the decision again. It did not say that.
Mr Ci. BARNlETT: The member for Victoria Park said the Governiment would go ahead
with the project. The former Premier went to Collie and said that the Government would
proceed with it, but the former Government did not make a decision to do so. This is what
this Government inherited.
I will inform members of the problems associated with the project. The first problem is the
capacity of the system. On SECWA's projections of the original proposal when the 600 MW
station came on stream it would have had excess capacity of 40 per cent and the gas
inventory would have gone through the roof. I am referring to SECWA's figures.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The second problem was the cost of the project. It had blown out to
$2.3b - the biggest commitment by a Government in the history of Western Australia.
Dr Gallop* What?
Mr C.J BARNlETT: It was a major decision and a huge commitment. The $2.3b is
accounted for by $930m-worth of construction cost and the balance in financing costs.
Several members interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It may well be privately owned, but it is a commitment to be met by
take or pay electricity contracts. The consumer - the taxpayer - will pay at the end of the
day.
The third problem is the size of the power station. The grid in Western Australia is 2 600
MW and the summer peak load is 2 000 MW. The average load is 1 400 MW. In a twelve
month period we are talking about adding 40 per cent extra capacity to the system. It is a
very large increase in a short space of time. The fourth problem is the timing of the project.
Comments have been made about the Carnegie report, which was not commissioned by me.
The report recommended that the project be deferred for at least three years. Sir Roderick
Carnegie was commissioned by the previous Minister for Energy to report to the
Government and his report revealed that it is clearly a matter of timing.
The issue of tariffs is interesting and the member for Eyre referred to it. The average tariff
for electricity generated over a 30 year life is 4.90 per kWh. That figure is below the cost of
electricity generated at Muja. It sounds a good tariff but the reality is that one does not pay
the average tariff but the actual tariff, and there is a big difference.
The finance had to be repaid in 12 years. During that time the tariffs reached levels of
between 8.5gt and 9# per kWh. The old plant at Muja currently produces electricity at 5.20
per kWh. The scenario was that electricity costs would actually increase.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CJ. BARNETT: It is a real problem for the project.
The ownership is another problem this Government has had to confront and this is why it has
taken more than thre weeks to consider this matter. The member for Victoria Park said the
deal was all done. The previous Government could not decide in November, but somehow a
deal was done! All this Government had to do was bring in the legislation. In 1991 the
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member for Victoria Park assured members in this House chat legislation would be brought
into die Parliament during the course of 1992. Do members remember chat? We did not see
the legislation. He had 18 months to introduce it and he did not do it. He did not deliver on
the legislation because the job was not done. Other outstanding issues were not resolved
during 1992 and they remain unresolved. Simply, the member for Victoria Park was
confused. He said in this Parliament that there was no guarantee and two weeks later the
former Premier contradicted him and said that the then Government would have legislative
support.
Several members interjected.
Mr CiJ. BARNEfl: The member for Victoria Park did not know what he was talking about.
This Government inherited four years of absolute incompetence by a Minister who was in a
decision zone and could not make a decision.
Mr Ripper: So if we bring this to a conclusion, you will vote for the motion?
Mr CT. BARNETT: The member for Belmont is a dill. He should just wait.
The final issue that I address is the question of ownership. There are a number of reasons
that we need to discuss this issue. Why could not Mitsubishi Transfield finance it? Why did
Asea Brown Boveri Pty Ltd have such trouble? Why did the total cost of the project go from
$930m to $2.3b? The reasons are that it is a long term risk project; there is a hesitancy
internationally to finance coal fired power stations; there is a fear about international
greenhouse conventions; there is a fear about carbon taxes -

Several Opposition members inceijected.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: The Federal Labor Government signs these international conventions.
That creates a fear.
Dr Gallop: Come on!
Mr CT. BARNETT: It is a reality. That is why a $930m project ended up costing $2.3b.
We must try to find a solution. Philosophically, I like the idea of private ownership, but the
previous Government did not have the legislation to guarantee SECWA. it could not come
to grips with the financing. It could not get it together. The only other variable is to look at
the ownership. The reality is that if we want a quick decision about this matter, if we want to
be able to give the go-ahead to the project, the only practical way of doing that is to say that
there is no acceptable legislation in respect of a State guarantee and that if SECWA finances
it out of its own revenue, whatever its size or timing, then we can commit to the project. The
major reason that the former Minister for Fuel and Energy could not make a decision was
that the previous Government could not come to grips with the legislation. Were that not the
case, he would have introduced the legislation in 1992 when he promised it. The meason he
did not do that was that he could not get the legislation finalised. I can understand that. It is
a major problem. He did not have the nous to recognise the problem. That is why he failed.
I again remind members where we are at. We have had a terrible four year period of utter
confusion. The former Minister in his interjections even dared to say that I confused the
picture. I admit I have raised all sorts of issues and have made people feel uneasy. I have
done that quite deliberately because we have to reach a decision.
Several Opposition members intrjected.
Mr Ci. BARNETT: I think the SECWA commissioner would agree with that. I did upset
him, there is no doubt about it, because we had a deal that was in trouble.
Dr Gallop: What a disgrace. Do you have confidence in the board?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I do. The real challenge is to get a decision, something which the
former Government failed to do. Members opposite talk about my confusing the issue, but I
remind members that in 1989 when the former Government was totally dedicated to coal it
set up the Harman committee to compare coal and gas, and that in 1992 when the project
may have been getting somewhere it set up the Carnegie committee to look at the structure of
SEC WA, which made people throw up their hands in despair. The former Government is an
absolute joke. Our simple objective is to make a decision to reduce the price of electricity,
and we will look at every option - the size, the time, the tariff structure and the ownership
structure. Members can rest assured that the Government of Western Australia will make a
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decision, announce it publicly, and give the people of Western Australia full derails of why
the decision was made, what were the options and what were the cost advantages and
disadvantages of each option. The difference between the decisions made by the former
Government and the decision that will be made by this Government is that they were rotten
decisions and this will be a sound and good decision for Western Australia.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [5.24 pn]- I have looked forward with some
interest to this parliamentary sitting, for the simple reason that it will be interesting for me to
observe the operations of the Opposition and also to have to exercise the discipline of being
in Government. After 19 years in this place I thought that would be interesting, and I have
discovered that is very much the case. It seems to me that the Opposition is behaving very
much like a group of relieved school children who have been in class for too long and have
now been let out. All of the discipline which members opposite had to exercise when in
Government has been released and they can now do as they like. I accept also that, without
doubt, it will be difficult for people like me who have been in the Parliament for a long time
to have to apply the discipline of Government, but I do not mind that because we all need to
aspire to achieve the Treasury benches.
In that environment, let us look at what we have got. The Governor's speech, which was
quoted by the Minister for Energy, makes it clear that the Government is approaching the
issue of power in Western Australia on the premise that we must develop cheap energy for
this State. It is important that we have cheap energy not because of what happened last night
with the blackout but simply because the future of this State depends heavily upon its
capacity to continue the process of adding value to our primary products. For a long time we
have not addressed that issue, but for the first time in a long time the manufacturing and
processing industries in Western Australia are growing at a faster rate than our resource-
based projects or economy. In fact, they are growing three times faster, and I am prepared to
acknowledge that in spite of the best intentions of the previous Government, it has managed
to achieve that particular growth rate! -
It is important to accelerate the rate of growth, and in order to do that we must reach a
position in this State where we can provide cheap energy. Clearly the policy that was
expressed by the Government in the Governor's speech indicates that we need to produce
cheap energy. On the basis of policy, therefore, this amendment to the Address-in-Reply is
totally unnecessary. The Government is already committed to examining those options that
will provide the cheapest power for Western Australia.
The reason that I have referred to the lack of discipline or the need for it in this place is that it
is important to the Opposition to introduce an amendment of this nature not because it draws
attention to policy variations -we have already indicated clearly that our policy is to have the
cheapest energy in Western Australia that this State can produce - but because it is extremely
good politics to identify issues which the Press can feed off; in other words, conflict or
contradiction. Part of the Opposition's job is to play politics, and in playing politics
members opposite have a completely different set of rules.
Mr Grill: Is not the contradiction here very patent?
Mr COWAN: There is certainly a contradiction: Members opposite are now playing politics
as hard as they can. I do not have any great problem with that, but I remind the member for
Eyre that he was prepared to talk about a number of energy issues that have proved to be
costly to the State. He made a comment about the State contracting to buy gas that it could
not use and which it had to keep in the ground as an inventory. He made a comment about
the decision to construct a power station at Kwinana using the wrong primary energy
resource. He forgot to remind the House - not that we need reminding - that he instructed the
State Energy Commission to purchase $15Sm of coal that we did not need. We already had a
stockpile that we could not use, yet in his wisdom he instructed SEC WA to do that. This is
the economic decision maker, the person upon whom great faith has been placed to provide
the economic rationale to the Opposition. The consequence of the decision was that it cost
the State another $3.5m.
Mr Grill: Do you know Bill Heron?
Mr COWAN: Yes, Ido.
Mr Grill: Do you know that he tried to do exactly the deal he instructed the commissioner to
do some tine before I gave the instruction?
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Mr COWAN: No doubt all Ministers take advice from their senior departmental officers and
from other officers at different imes. In this case, I do not doubt that the fanner Minister
took advice from Treasury. I do not know the advice, but the former Minister told me about
advice from one person.
Mr Grill: Not only was that his advice, it was his idea along with Ross Bowe and Mr Heron
before him, to instruct White to do the deal, and when he found he would not without a
ministerial instruction I was called in. The Deputy Premier heaps criticism on Bill Heron -

Mr COWAN: I will heap criticism on the fanner Minister because he was the Minister who
finally signed off the deal I do not think much of the people who gave the former Minister
the wrong advice.
Mr Grill: I am not saying the advice was wrong.
Mr COWAN: But will the former Minister acknowledge that the advice cost the State $l8m
unnecessarily?
Mr Grill: I do not. The Deputy Premier should not criticise Bill Heron.
Mr COWAN: All I want to do is make the point that this amendment might be good politics
but it certainly has nothing to do with policy because the Opposition would know that the
Address-in-Reply speech by the Governor included very clearly a commitment by the
Government to pursue the best energy option for Western Australia. For that reason, while it
may be good politics, the amendment is totally unnecessary.
MR BRADSHAW (Wellington) [5.35 pmn]: As the member for Collie said, the Opposition
is playing politics with this amendment.
Dr Gallop: Just read the words!
Mr BRADSHAW: When in Government, members opposite did not worry about a coal fred
power station at Collie. This amendment is just playing politics. The Opposition is trying to
create a split between the Nationals and the Liberals.
Dr Gallop: It is already there.
Mr BRADSHAW: The Opposition could not care less. The member for Victoria Park was
getting upset when the Leader of the House was spaking because the member for Victoria
Park was an abject failure in his attempts to get a coal fired power station up and running in
Collie.
Dr Gallop: Do you think that New South Wales is in a very good position now to attract
power companies to the new Point Piper power station?
Mr BRADSHAW: I would not have a clue.
Dr Gallop: It is strange that in New South Wales they can build a new power station but they
send someone over here to stop us building one.
Mr BRADSHAW: The fonner Minister failed to build a coal fired power station in Collie.
Members opposite are playing politics. They should at least give us a chance. Members
opposite should wait a couple of weeks; the Leader of the House has indicated that in July an
announcement will be made one way or another.
Mr D.L. Smith: We want him to know that we support a 600 MW power station.
Dr Gallop: It is easy!
Mr BRADSHAW: It is not. It is easy in Opposition to say we should have that power
station. One could even say we should have a 1 000 MW power station but we have the
responsibility of producing power at the best price for Western Australia.
Mr D.L. Smith: Why make the promise?
Mr BRADSHAW: We did not.
Mr Leahy: Will you vote for what is best for the party or what is best for the public?
Mr BRADSHAW: What is best for the State.
Mr D.L. Smith: We have a lot of nervous nellies in Government now. They have no
courage.
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Mr BRADSHAW: The member would not know what it is all about to come to Government
and receive information made available to members apposite when they were in
Government. We need a power station which will produce power at the cheapest price. We
must look to the future. We do not want to see industries moving out of the State as a re suit
of high labour costs or high power costs. Many businesses are going offshore to set up in
Indonesia or Malaysia.
Mr Marlborough: What about French Noumea?
Mr BRADSHAW: I do not know about that, but I know that they are going to Malaysia and
Indonesia. The former Minister for Fuel and Energy failed to produce a power station. It is a
rerun of the alumina smelter situation years ago when we heard announcement after
announcement about a smelter in the south west. Day after day the inisters and former
Premier Burke -
Mr D.L. Smith: And Premier Court before him!
Mr BRADSHAW: At least we got Alcoa to buy land. I accept it did not come to fruition but
we did not make announcements day after day as did members opposite. The former Premier
and the Minister at the time made many announcements about the alumina smelter, just as
the ex-Miniscer for Fuel and Energy talked about a power station day after day. Then the
project would fall over and get propped up again. The fanner Minister failed to produce the
goods. We will put in place a power station. About three years ago before Mt Lesucur was
proclaimed a national park I put out a statement that the next base load power station would
be at Collie because there did not appear to be enough gas in the area where a power station
would be built. I stated that Mt Lesucur would never be mined as I could see we would have
an environmental problem; therefore the only place for a power station was Collie.
Mr Hill interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: I am not sure it is economically viable to get the coal out. While we can
get coal at a cheaper rate at Collie, to start a new mine is very expensive, as the member
knows.
Mr Hill interjected.
Mr BRADSHAW: It is not up to me to say that; it is up to the people in the industry. That
has not been looked at so I assume it is not viable. We are looking at'a base load power
station at Collie. Today the member is playing politics. He is not about working for the
good of the south west. We all want something built because we know it will create jobs.
But it must be done in the right way, not for the political reasons that those in Government
have. I do not support the amendment at all.

Division
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (19)
Mr M. Barnett Mrs Hailahan Mr Taylor
Mr Brown Mr Hill MrThomas
Mr Catania Mr Kobelke Dr Tunbull
Mr Cunningham Mr Marlborough Dr Watson
Dr Gallop Mr Riebeling Mr Leaby (Teller)
Mr Grahamn Mr Ripper
Mr 0,111 Mr D.I, Smith

Noes (26)
Mr CJ. Seimen Mr House Mr Prince
Mr Blaiki Mr Kierath Mr W. Smith
Mr Board Mr Lewis Mr Strickland
Mr Bradshaw Mr Marshall Mr Trenorden
Dr Constable Mr Minson Mr Tubby
Mr court Mr Nicholls Mrs van de K(ishorsi
Mr Cowan Mr Omnodel Mr Wiese
Mr Day Mr Osborne Mr Bloliwitch (Teller)
Dr Hames Mr Pendal
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pairs
Dr Edwards Mr Shave
Mrs Henderson Mr McNec
Mr Mcainty Mrs Edwardes
Ms Warnock Mr Ainsworth

Amendment thus negatived.

Motion Resumed
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mrs Haliahan.

House adjourned a: 5.47 pm



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

EDUCATION, MINISTRY OF - DISTRICT EXTRA TEACHERS
Employment Statistics; Schools Serviced

52. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many district extra teachers are currently employed in each of the 29

districts of the inistry of Education?
(2) Which schools are serviced by district extra teachers?
(3) How many children with remedial and special learning needs in each district

receive assistance from these district extra teachers?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) A total allocation of 75 FrEs is made to the 29 districts. Attachment 1
provides both the ETE allocation and the number of teachers involved.

(2) The schools involved axe as per attachment 2.
[See paper No 157.]

(3) The intention of this program is to provide additional support for years
I and 2 in literacy and mumeracy programs. Due to considerable
variation in allocation of teaching time and schools self-determination
in utilisation of this support it is not possible to provide an accurate
report on the number of children with remedial and special needs
involved.
HOMESWEST - WISECHOiCE PROGRAM

Present Status; Constructions
57. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What is the present status of Homeswest' s Wisechoice program?
(2) What constructions through this program axe currently under way?
Mr SHAVE replied:
(1) The program was announced by the then Premier on 28 February 1992 and is

proceeding in accordance with that approval. In May 1993, a housing
information service for senior citizens was introduced on a trial basis.

(2) 1992-93 - 328 commencements of which 1 18 were completed as at 22 June
1993.
1993-94 - 400 commencements are planned as part of Homeswest's 1993-94
building program.

COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION - CONSTRUCTION DECISION
117. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Energy:

(1) When does the Minister expect to make a decision on whether there will be a
new coal fired power station constructed at Collie?

(2) What criteria will be used in order to make this decision?
(3) if the criteria includes factors other tha cost of the power and impact on the

environment, does the Minister believe this is consistent with the Minister's
and the Premier's statements on the issue prior to the State election?

Mr CiJ. BARNETT replied:
(1) Cabinet is expected to be in a position in July to make a decision on whether

there will be a new coal fired power station constructed at Collie.
(2) The Collie power station will be assessed on strictly commercial grounds. It
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has the support of the coalition Government on the basis that it is the lowest
cost alternative for providing new base load capacity, and that it offers
significantly lower energy tariffs throughout each year of its expected 30 year
life, which is consistent with the policy as stated in "Energy: Western
Australian Coalition Policies for the Nineties", January 1993.

(3) Not applicable.
SOCIAL IMPACT UNIT - ABOLITION

145. Mr McGINTY to the Minister far Resources Development:
(1) Has the social impact unit been abolished?
(2) If so, why?
(3) Did the independent review of the Environmental Protection Authority also

review the SrU and recommend that it should be retained?
(4) If so, why has this advice been ignored?
Mr C.J. BARNETIT replied:

The former functions and staff of the social impact unit have been
incorporated into the structure of the new Department of Commerce and
Trade and the Department of Resources Development, which were a result of
the reorganisation of the former Department of State Development.

(3) The independent review of the Environmental Protection Act made a number
of recommendations relating to the former social impact unit.

(4) As the social impact unit was created to assist the development process which
is now to be carried out by both the Department of Commerce and Trade and
the Department of Resources Development, it was appropriate for the
expertise in this area to be shared between the respective departments.

WIND FARMS - ESPERANCE PROPOSAL; FUTURE PLANS; R0717NEST
ISLAND

Solar Power Plant Plans
150. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Energy:

(1) What is the cost of the proposed new wind farm at Esperance?
(2) Who will supply the wind turbines for the new wind farm?
(3) How many wind turbines will there be and what is the cost of each?
(4) Why was an overseas supplier chosen for this project when there is a strong,

local wind power industry?
(5) What was the establishment cost of the original Esperance wind farm?
(6) Who supplied the wind turbines for the original Esperance wind farm?
(7) Are any more wind farms planned by the State Energy Commission of

Western Australia?
(8) Does the Government still intend to build a wind farm at Rottniest Island?
(9) Does the Government have any plans for a solar power plant in Western

Australia?
(10) If so, what size will this be and where will it be located?
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1) $5.78m.
(2) Vestas Wind Systems A/S of Denmark.
(3) Nine; $5 10 000 each.
(4) 1 am advised there is no WA industry capable of building wind turbines in the

capacity range of 200-300 kW.
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(5) $805 000.
(6) Venco Products/Westwind Turbines of IKelmscott, WA.
('7) SECWA is undertaking further wind resource investigations. No additional

wind farms are planned at this stage.
(8) The Government is currently investigating a renewable energy plan for

Rottncest, which may include wind turbine generation.
(9) SECWA is currently developing the scope of a demonstration solar

photovoltaic power plant project.
(10) The size and location of this demonstration project is yet to be determined.

COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION - BENEFITS, PUBLIC'S
UNAWARENESS

Opinion Polls on Energy Matters
165. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Energy:

(1) What is the basis of the Minister's claim that eight out of 10 Western
Australians were unaware of the benefits of the proposed 600 MW Power
Station at Collie as reported in the Collie Miners Union media statement of 17
June 1993?

(2) Has the Government or the State Energy Commission of Western Australia
been conducting opinion polls on energy matters?

(3) If not, have other bodies provided opinion poll material to the Government?
Mr C.J. BARNETT' replied:
(1) 1 have never claimed that "eight out of 10 Western Australians were unaware

of the benefits of the proposed 600 MW power station at Collie as reported in
the Collie Miners Union media statement of 17 June 1993.

(2)-(3)
No.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - DEBT
REDUCTION STRATEGY

167. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Does the State Energy Commission of Western Australia have a debt

reduction strategy?
(2) If so, what would be the impact on that strategy of a commitment to internally

finance a 300 MW coal fired power station?
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1 )-(2)

SECWA has a policy of funding new capital works from internally generated
funds; that is, it no longer borrows funds for its capital works program.
Where internally generated funds are greater than required to meet operating
and capital works expenditures in that year, the surplus is applied to debt
reduction. Factors which must be taken into account include the size of the
capital works commitment, the operating efficiencies which may have been
achieved which would increase the funds available for additional capital
works, and the level of energy demand compared with SECWA's available
capacity.

COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION - ASEA BROWN BOVERI
Bilding Mandate

168. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Does Asea Brown Boveri still have a mandate from the State Energy

Commission of Western Australia to build a 600 MW power station in Collie?
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(2) Has Cabinet considered the ABB proposal and instructed SECWA to
withdraw their mandate?

(3) Did not the now coalition Government support the 600 MW privately built,
owned and operated proposal before and during the recent election campaign?

(4) If the answer to (1) is yes, to (2) no, and to (3) yes, by what authority is the
Minister pressuring SECWA to alter its recommended position?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) No.
(3)-(4)

Yes, subject to the coalition policy for the general election February 1993
which stated, "The Collie Power Station will be assessed on strictly
commercial grounds. It has the support of a Coalition Government on the
basis that it is the lowest cost alternative for providing new base load capacity.
and that it offers significantly lower energy tariffs throughout each year of its
expected thirty year life." (Page 11, "Energy" "Western Australian Coalition
Policies for the Nineties", January 1993.)

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

McCARRBY REPORT - PUBLIC SECTOR FINANCES
Consultants Role In Further Work

29. Mr TAYLODR to the Treasurer:
I refer the Treasurer to term of reference No 12 from the Report of the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, the McCarrey
Report, which states -

Conduct an examination of the finances and operations of major
departments, government agencies, statutory trading authorities and
others as may be referred to the Commission.

I also refer the Treasurer to the comment in the report about acknowledgments
where it states -

Acknowledgement must also be made of the work of consultants
appointed to the Commission to assist in the review of government
agencies as required in Term of Reference 12. A number of
consultants gave their services for no fee, other than recoup of direct
expenses, and many others charged minimal fees.

I refer to the questions I have asked on Tuesday and Wednesday in this House
in relation to the role of those consultants in any further work they may do for
the Government. I refer, in particular, to the Treasurer's comments yesterday
which clearly indicated that the consultants would have a continuing role.
More importantly, I refer to the comments of the Minister for Finance, Hon
Max Evans, when on ABC Radio on 27 April when asked by Gerry Gannon,
"What sort of restrictions will be placed on these companies when future deals
come up whereby assets could be disposed of, where inside information or
working knowledge of these instrumentalities could be seen as an advantage?"
The Minister for Finance replied -

Off the top. I can't think of any of those problems Gerry, we'd face it
at the time. We could cope with those, we know the firm that's been
looking at it at the time there.

I do not know what that means, but that is what the Minister said.
The SPEAKER: Order! There seems to be a great deal of other reference and

argument in your question. I presume you will probably bring that to a close.
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As Speaker, Betty Bocibroyd, said. "Short questions and short answers are
the very best of questions."

Mr TAYLOR: The question has taken about one minute.
The SPEAKER: That is irrelevant. I do not wish the Deputy Leader of the

Opposition to canvass my opinion. Questions should be direct and not full of
material.

Mr TAYLOR: The critical issue is the Minister for Finance's comment that the
consultants could be involved in the sale because they bad inside information.
Is the confidentiality undertaking drawn up by this Government and signed by
the consultants worth the paper it is written on when clearly it says the
information is confidential and that those consultants are not in a position to
exploit that information?

Mr COURT replied:
Yes, it is worth the paper it is written on.

BUDGET (STATE) - DEFICIT, DUE TO COALITION EXPENDITURE BLOWOUT
30. Mr STRICKLAND to the Premier:

Will the Premier respond to assertions made by the Opposition spokesman on
finance on local radio that the expected Budget deficit is due to an
expenditure blowout under the coalition?

Several Government members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr Lawrence interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will came to order.
Mr COURT replied:

If the Minister for Finance is not a good media performer does that mean he is
not a good Minister?

Dr Lawrence: Communication is very important in a Minister. The Minister must be
able to tell the people of Western Australia what he knows.

Mr COURT: He knows one thousand times more about the finances of this State than
the Leader of the Opposition ever will. Because someone is not a good media
performer does not mean he is not a good Minister.

Dr Lawrence: Communication is a very important part of a Government.
Mr COURT: That is what the Lawrence Government was all about. The claims

made by the Opposition finance spokesman were wrong, and showed the
financial ignorance of the Labor Party.

Dr Lawrence interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Leader of the Opposition to desist from continuous

interjections. A moment ago I allowed a question which appeared to be
relevant. I accepted that without any concern, but she cannot run on and on.
The Opposition has asked a question and members must listen to the answer.

Mr COURT: In December last year the now Leader of the Opposition was given a
report by Treasury that said theme would be a deficit of $46.5m in 1993. On
attaining Government we received a similar report.

Mr Taylor: That is if nothing were done, and we took action to do something about
it.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: We took immediate action, and we hope to be able to come in under

that deficit figure.
Mr Taylor interjected.

468



['Thursday, 24 June 1993]49

Mr COURT: As Mr McCarrey said, if we had continued with the same projects as
the previous Government -

Mr Taylor interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I seem to be speaking to members who am deaf. My

previous comments to the Leader of the Opposition also apply to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. I allowed one interjection when it seemed
appropriate, but members should not continue to go on and on. The member
who is on his feet has the call.

Mr COURT: Next financial year Western Australia will be facing a deficit on a
consolidated basis of $560m. A comment by the Opposition spokesman for
finance is typical of Opposition deceit. He said that dhe Labor Government
had kept spending down to $180m below that of the previous year. He forgot
to tell Western Australians that some $206m of Westrail's expenditure had
been taken off those figures; so it was actually an overexpenditure of $23.5m.
The Opposition treats losses of millions of dollars like confetti.

GROVES, JOHN - RURAL ADJUSTMENT AND FINANCE CORPORATION
CHAIRMAN, RESIGNATION

31. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:
I refer to the recent resignation of the Chairman of the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation, John Groves, following his expression of concern over
ministerial interference in the activities of RAFCOR.

(1) Was Mr Groves' resignation the result of sustained pressure from the
Minister, and;

(2) in view of the Minister's statements in this place describing RAFCOR
as being "short of people with commonsense" and "needing a major
shake-up", is this the culmination of a concerted campaign against
RAFCOR by the Minister.

Dr Lawrence interjected.
'The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Leader of the Opposition not to interject before the

Minister gives his answer.
Mr HOUSE: The short answer to both questions is no. However, they require some

explanation.
Mr Grill: They certainly do.
Mr HOUSE: I am about to answer the question, if the member for Eyre will listen.

Members will be aware that Mr Groves made some comments which he
acknowledges he made to a reporter of The West Australian and which were
reported in The West Australian. I asked Mr Groves if the comments were
accurate and he told me they were. I asked him if he thought they were
correct and he said that on reflection he thought they probably were not. I
asked him to go away and think about that. I knew that they were totally
incorrect and, therefore, thought about the matter for some time. During that
day, before I took any action, I had further contact with Mr Groves who said
that he had considered his position and apologised for his actions. I then
asked the Crown Law Department for advice.

Mr Grill: What question did you put to the Crown Law Department?
Mr HOUSE: I asked for advice concerning my position when an incorrect statement

had been attributed to me.
Mr Grill interjected.
Mr HOUSE: That is not the case; I did not say that. That is a totally incorrect

statement.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I hope members understand that I do not try to curtail
interjections. The member for Eyre has made several interjections to which I
made no protest whatsoever. However, it is out of order for several other
people to make other inane interjections. That makes it difficult to have a
clear interaction between the member asking the question and the Minister
replying. One aspect is sensible in this House; the other is ridiculous. I will
not tolerate that; question time will stop if three or four people have their little
chat. It is not on.

Mr HOUSE: Following that I received a call from the Public Service Commissioner,
Dr Michael Wood, initiated because Mr Groves had been to see him. 'he
commissioner advised that he had received a visit from Mr Groves who
wished to arrange for his resignation, which the commissioner was going to
process. I explained that that action had nothing to do with an approach from
me or my officer. He acknowledged that he was aware of that and that Mr
Groves had been to see him of his own volition. Mr Groves asked me to say
nothing publicly. Members will note that I did not - that was at his request.
The question by the member for Eyre is damning on him because he has not
spoken to Mr Groves to seek his position; it is demeaning to him. I made an
arrangement with Mr Groves concerning his resignation quite outside his
apology. I allowed him to do that with dignity. I have made public comments
about Mr Groves' substantial contribution to agriculture.

Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mitchell should cease his interjection.
Mr HOUSE: I acknowledge that contribution to agriculture. I caution the member

that if he pushes this issue any further he will do that man a disservice.

SWIMMING POOLS - FENCING REGULATIONS
Review Plans

32. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Local Government:
Does the Minister plan to review private swimming pool fencing regulations?

Mr OMODEI replied:-
The question of swimming pool fences and swimming pool safety has been a
matter of contention for same time. As the new Minister for Local
Government I have been concerned about the Building Amendment
Regulations 1992 which were promulgated on 1 July last year requiring that
all swimming pools be fenced with isolation and perimeter fencing.
Unfortunately, the previous Government in its deliberations brought a burden
on local government because the regulations were confusing. This is an
important issue for the safety of children.
The confusion that reigned supreme in pant of the previous Government's
regulations meant that local governments were confused about the application
of those regulations. Not only that, the previous Government failed to even
consider the 40 000 pools that already existed in Western Australia and
whether they were safe. That matter alone was of enough concern to me to
cause me to have another look at the question of isolation fencing. I am
currently having another close look at the fencing regulations and I intend to
make an announcement shortly so that perimeter fencing be a requirement and
isolation fencing optional to those people who wish to install new swimming
pools in Western Australia.
Members would also know that a number of problems have occurred with
skimmer boxes in swimming pools. In addition to reviewing the regulations I
intend to investigate skimmer boxes that were installed prior to 1988 which
may be dangerous, with a view to reviewing the installation of those boxes
and making them safe so that the lives of young children in Western Australia
wHi be protected.
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MEMBER FOR SOUTH PERTH - PREMIER'S NEW FAVOUR
33. Dr LAWRENCE to the Premier

Now that the member for Avon has seized his consolation prize for exclusion
from Cabinet, what new prize or favour will the Premier offer to console the
justifiably aggrieved member for South Perth?

Mr COURT replied:
The question does not deserve an answer.

Several members inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Fremantle and the member for Peel will

come to order. Obviously some members of the Opposition do not appreciate
that these inteijections have reduced significantly the time in which they can
ask questions.,

DIIEBACK - MINISTER'S ANNOUNCEMENT, A PUBLICITY STUNT
34. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for the Environment:

Is it true that the inister's announcement on dieback which featured on the
front page of The West Australian newspaper today was nothing mom than a
publicity stunt as claimed by the Western Australian Forest Alliance?

Mr MINSON replied:
The assertion made by the WA Forest Alliance is extremely disappointing and
is totally without foundation. I draw to the attention of the House that
yesterday I announced two significant breakthroughs and a significant
initiative in tackling dieback. I announced that a chemical compound called
phosphonate has proved capable of inducing dieback resistance in susceptible
native vegetation. The Department of Conservation and Land Management
has extensively trialed this chemical and determined the safe application
rates. I specifically said at the media conference yesterday that it would be
used tactically to halt the advance of dieback in critical areas.
One of the advantages of phosphonate is that it can be sprayed by hand and
aerially and it can also be injected directly into the trees.

Mr Taylor: Is it safe?
Mr MINSON: It is incredible that these people who have been ranting about

conservation and the environment over the last week or so do not wish to
listen to the answer. I am trying to tell members about the most significant
breakthrough against dieback thac -this State has seen for a long time. It
indicates a lack of commitment by these people to the environment. They
really are not interested. Members know that dieback is the most critical
conservation problem facing the State. However, the problem is not at its
worst in the jamba forests, as is commonly portrayed, and it has virtually no
effect on the kanri forest. In the heathiands of the south coast approximately
2 000 species are affected and in some damp areas 50 per cent of the native
vegetation has collapsed, taking some banksia species to the brink of
extinction. I would have thought that this House would be very interested in
that information. Because the Department of Conservation and Land
Management can safely spray these areas we can now be more confident of
averting the disaster of species extinctions, which we were facing.
I also inform the House that I announced that CALM, together with other
researchers, has developed dieback resistant jarrab to the point where we will
now be able to start the slow process of recolonising the small areas of total
collapse of the jarrah forests. As much of the research which led to the
breakthroughs has been ongoing for many years, this Government - members
should listen to this - does not claim credit; that belongs clearly to the
scientists in CALM and other organisations. We do, however, claim it as a
scientific breakthrough of benefit to all Western Australians. The initiative I
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announced will lead to a fulfilment of a promise to establish the dieback
institute and I announced the membership of a dieback review panel as the
first stage of that process. It includes Dr Frank Podger who discovered the
Phyrophdwora fungus, Dr Mulcahy and Dr James. They will report to me in a
few months on the best way to proceed.
I also inform the House that about half an hour ago the Minister for Mnes, Mr
Cash, and I announced that exploration would not be allowed in the areas
applied for in the Fitzgerald River National Park. I rejected the application on
environmental grounds. Due process was followed and the application was
rejected on good, solid, scientific and technical advice.

POLICE - COMPLAINTS REVIEW PANEL
Ombudsman's Involvemnts'; Loging Camp/al 'us with Other Bodies

35. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
My question relates to the Police Complaints Review Panel announced this
morning.
(1) Will the Ombudsman have the power 1o become involved in the

investigation of complaints from the time they are lodged and will the
Police Complaints Review Panel have any investigative powers in its
own right?

(2) Will the legislation allow the public to lodge a complaint with any
body other than the police, including agents or advocates and, if not,
how will people in country or remote areas lodge complaints?

(3) Are the proposed 10 new officers in addition to the five provided
already by the former Government and will they be funded from the
police budget?

Mr WIESE replied:

The Ombudsman's involvement in investigations of complaints against police
will not begin on the firs: day of the investigation. He will become involved
after 21 days - halfway through the 42 day process which is the time allowed
for the police internal investigation. The establishment of the complaints
review panel -

Mr Catania: Has it got investigative powers?
Mr WIESE: No, the complaints review panel does nor have investigative powers. It

will receive complaints ftrm persons dissatisfied with the first two stages of
the investigation. After stage 1 - the internal investigation - has been
completed the complainant will have the ability to implement stage 2; that is,
to submit a complaint to the Ombudsman. The Ombudsman has the ability to
conduct his own investigation, refer the complaint back to the internal
investigators or implement the final stage which is a formal inquiry.

Several members interjected.
Mr WIESE: The complaints review panel will be the third stage of the investigation.

If people are dissatisfied with the results of the firs: and second stages they
can submit their complaint to the complaints review panel.

Mr Catania: Have the first two stages changed?
Mr WIESE: The second stage has changed considerably and the Ombudsman will

now be able to investigate all complants against police. Currently he has a
role only if a complaint is lodged by a dissatisfied person.

Mr Hill: Does the Police Union support this?
Mr WIESE: Yes, it does. The decision was made after consultation with the

Commissioner of Police and the Police Union. The proposal has received
acceptance by the community. The existing procedure for complaints to be
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lodged will be retained. Complaints against police can be lodged with me, as
Minister, the Commissioner of Police or the Ombudsman. Ample opportunity
is available for complaints to be lodged against police and that is the situation
which prevailed in the past. To the best of my knowledge there has not been a
complaint about the ability of complainants to lodge complaints. That process
will remain as is and it is very satisfactory.

(3) The proposal for additional officers which was released on 2 December last
year is being put in place. It should be borne in mind that no funding was
allocated for the additional officers and that is what this Government is
putting in place.

Mr Court: No funding was put in place for it.
Mr WIESE: I can cite many instances where that is the case.
Mr Court: No provision was made by the previous Cabinet.
Mr Catania: Five or six are in place from when we were in Government.
Mr WIESE: This Government is allocating funds for the additional officers.
Several members interjected.
Mr WIESE: The House should be made aware of it.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I have accepted the questions the member for Balcatta has

been asking by way of interjection and theme have been about seven of them.
The member has had sufficient opportunity to ask his questions.

Mr Catania: I am trying to help the Minister.
The SPEAKER: H~e is doing very well.
Mr WIESE: The House should be aware that while the initiative was announced as a

pre-election stunt by the previous Government no indication was given on
how it would be financed. This Government has had to implement the
previous Government's initiative and pick up the cost. I am pleased to put the
initiative in place and provide the necessary funding to allow the Ombudsman
to carry out his role in a far better way than he was able to car-ry it out during
the 10 years the previous Government was in office.

COLLIE COAL FIRED POWER STATION - TASK FORCE ADDRESSING
CABINT

36. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Energy:
I refer the Minister to the answer to question on notice 117, in which he
advised that Cabinet is expected to be in a position in July to make a decision
on the Collie coal fired power station, and I ask -

(1) Is the Minister in favour of the Collie power station task force being
able to present its case for a 600 megawatt privately constructed and
privately owned and operated coal fired power station to Cabinet
before Cabinet makes its decision on whether to proceed with the
project?

(2) Has he received any representation from the member for Collie for
him to allow the task force to address Cabinet?

(3) Is he aware that the member for Collie is strongly in favour of a 600
megawatt privately constructed, owned and operated coal fired power
station at Collie?

(4) Does he personally agree with her views?
(5) Does he always disregard the views of National Party members in the

way he disregards her views?
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Mr CIJ. BARNEIT replied:

1 had expected Dorothy Dix questions from this side of the House, but I
welcome this question. Yes, of course I am aware of the Collie power station
task force and I have met its members. The task force has met several
Mdinisters and a large number of backbenchers. I have been quite happy with
that process.
It is not up to me to decide whether Cabinet will receive a briefing from the
task force. If Cabinet so desires, I have no objection. I do not think it is the
way to go although it is up to Cabinet as a whole to make that decision.

(3-5)
Yes, I have picked up the fact that the member for Collie is strongly in favour
of a 600 MW privately constructed, owned and operated coal fired power
station at Collie. I have had long discussions with the member for Collie and
she will be able to confirm that I have kept her informed of developments.
The negotiations are approaching the final stage and, as I have said publicly
right throughout this process, after 1 500 days of the Labor Party since March
1989, the Government has made a commitment to make a decision on this
project in July of this year. I hope to take a proposal to my Cabinet
colleagues at die end of this month which will include a range of options. It is
then up to the Cabinet to look at those options and act on my
recommendations. That is how it should be properly handled. If Cabinet
decides it wants to meet other groups or obtain more information, it can defer
the decision and go through that process. The recommendation to go to
Cabinet will be a recommendation from the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia with my endorsement.


